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CIRCUIT RIDER OCTOBER 2016 
  

 

Pastor’s Message 
 

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matthew 6:21 

 

Greetings beloveds, 

 

We have just finished our summer worship in Bethel 

Chapel and are resuming worship at the Asbury sanctuary. 

Our church is blessed with an abundance of property from 

the chapel to the sanctuary, to Wesley house, to the 

parsonage, to the cemetery.  

 

But more than that, we are blessed with an amazing 

faithful congregation living into the future with passion 

and hope. We added new members to Asbury this summer 

and each time we were reminded of our own membership 

vows to offer our treasures:  Prayers, Presence, Gifts, 

Witness, Service. 

 

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also.” When we invest in something we begin to care 

about it. Not only our tithe to the church but how we spend 

our money and our time in all aspects of our lives.  

 

Over the summer, I read a book called The Christian 

Wallet by Rev. Mike Slaughter. It is a scripturally based 

book about how different aspects of money in our life 

reflect and shape our values as followers of Christ.  

 

I invite you to join me during our stewardship season to 

thoughtfully discuss The Christian Wallet and our 

perspectives on financial priorities. We will gather on 

Mondays (October 24 & 31 and November 7 & 14) at 6:00 

p.m. for a light supper and discuss the book from 6:30-8:00.  Please let me know if I should hold you a spot and order 

you a book.  

 

In the coming weeks and months, I ask you to prayerfully consider the role of the Asbury community in your life. 

How will your treasure reflect where your heart is? 

 

Peace, Pastor Melissa 
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ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

OUTSTANDING BILLS – AUGUST 2016 
 

8/4/2016 NYAC     One Great Hour of Sharing Offering   $100.00 

 

Apportionments for 2016 (Unpaid) 

 

8/31/2016 NYAC  Administration                              $3,293.01 

8/31/2016 NYAC  Africa University                $     42.21 

8/31/2016 NYAC   Black College Fund                $   188.44 

8/31/2016 NYAC      Clergy Support                             $3,803.66 

8/31/2016 NYAC      Ministerial Education                            $   472.36 

8/31/2016 NYAC      Missional Priority Fund                $   190.12 

8/31/2016 NYAC   World Service                 $3,068.80 

     Total Outstanding             $11,158.60 

 

 

The funds are coming in very slowly and the insurance bills are coming in every month. 

Please keep your pledges up-to-date. Soon the fuel bills will start coming in and I’ll need your 

help in paying all the bills. 

 

I appreciate your cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer 

 
 
Holiday Decorations “TAG SALE” 

 
November 10 and 26 – 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
In Wesley House (next door to Asbury Church) 
 
We did it last year and it was a success. As always we will have many holiday (Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Hanukkah and New Year’s) items left over from our spring tag sale. Come shop 

for gently used and new holiday decorations. Be sure to TELL YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS 
and CO-WORKERS about the sale. We also need donations of your unneeded decorations for 

this special holiday sale. Call Barbara Whipple (271-5095) for decorations pick-up or bring 

your contributions to church before November 17. Hopefully we will each take home 
decorations that will be the start of new traditions in our homes or add sparkle and 

enchantment to our wrapped holiday gifts. 
 

 
Stained Glass Window 

       —Doris Dabney 
 
Have you driven by our Church at night and noticed how beautiful the huge stained glass window is? It is now lit up at night. It 
took several electricians to finally get the job done, and a big thank you goes to Conte Electric for an immediate response and 
who was able to do the job so successfully. It has a spot light which should last for 10 years and will provide illumination daily 
from 6:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m.  
 
Proceeds from the Grace Kerr Memorial Fund were used to finance this project. It was Grace’s wish that this window be lit at 
night for all in the community to enjoy. Thank you, Grace.



 

The evangelism committee is hosting Asbury’s first 

costume karaoke night. Don’t miss this fun community 

building event. Please let Inga Colebrin know if you 

can help with the planning and logistics.  

 

 

 
WELLNESS CORNER 

“Let us make a joyful noise…” 
 

Singing is an effective way that people use to feel good and reduce stress. Song has been 

part of our cultural heritage since the beginning of time and remains a favorite way we 
meditate and celebrate either alone or with a group. It exercises our breathing muscles, 

improves our mood and helps us to connect with each other and with God at the times when 

we’re meditating and praying. 
 

A ready-made singing group awaits your participation on Sundays at Asbury. Consider joining 
the adult choir which practices at 9:30 a.m. before the 10:00 a.m. service. Besides giving 

yourself the healthy benefits from singing, your singing will be a gift to the congregation and 
to God. How great is that! 

 

 

 



Installation of New Bishop 
 

 
On Sunday September 25, 2016 Pastor Melissa, 
Gloria Laemmel and Tina Pershing attended the 

Service of Welcome and Installation for the Episcopal 
Ministry of our new Bishop Thomas Bickerton. What 

a wondrous occasion! The gathering music included 
Cantico Nuevo singing hymns from Zimbabwe, 
Dominican Republic and Nicaragua. The Introit was 

performed by the youth and adult “Spirit Builders 
Conference Dancers” led by Rev. Sheila Beckford. 

Their dancing to the music “I Feel Your Spirit” was 
filled with all kinds of grace. Bishop Bickerton 
expressed how welcome he and his family felt in our 

midst. 
 

Some special music performed by the Ghana UMC 
Junior Choir was spectacular and made us wish that 
Rev. Victor and Cecilia could have been there. As 

their Pastor, Reverend Victor Accquah-Harrison 
started that choir many years ago. The covenant 

service was moving and committed those present to work with Bishop Bickerton, pray for him, and 
welcome him as our Episcopal Leader. His sermon, “Blowing the Roof Off”, focused on the theme of 
ripping the roof off all of the 455 churches in the New York Annual Conference by embracing the 

world to bring love to each other. We, as Methodists, must get out of our comfort zones in order to 
get the healing done for ourselves and others. 

  
Bishop Bickerton cautioned that it would be slow and intentional work! And it would take time to 

embrace joy again in our communities, nationally and internationally. In response to the question 
“How are you?” he answered, “If you are well, then I am well.” Finally, he repeated the message that 
“We are loved by God.” Bishop Bickerton asked that the statement be said again because, “It did me 

so much good when I heard it the first time!” 

 

 

Baby Shower – Sunday, October 23 
 
At the October 23 after-service coffee hour the UMW will host our annual 
Bedford Babie’s Shower for babies born in the Bedford Correctional Facility. 

The collected baby items will be delivered to the Bedford facility for the 
infants of mothers who qualify for a mother/infant program that allows 

mothers and their infants to stay together in the maternity unit for up to a 
year and a half. 

 
The infants are then placed in family guardianships or in foster homes. 

Your NEW donated items (clothing for newborn through 18 months, crib 
size blankets and sheets, hats, socks, and original packaged pacifiers and 

teethers) will be greatly appreciated by the mothers who cannot baby shop 
for their babies. Please plan to attend the coffee hour shower and 

participate in collecting baby items for our Bedford Babies Shower mission 
project 

 



36TH HARRY CHAPIN MEMORIAL RUN AGAINST HUNGER 

 

Please turn out for one of the Harry Chapin events on October 16. There is an Asbury UMC team that welcomes 

your participation! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BIRD SEED SALE 
 

Don Daubney has announced that this year’s annual bird seed sale will begin with callers working to take 
orders the first two weeks of October. The pick-up day will be Saturday, October 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. and Saturday, October 29 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  
 
Please speak to neighbors and friends about this sale. Our prices are excellent and we get top quality 
seed. We lost a few faithful buyers last year so we need to have new orders in order to make a profit on 
this sale. 
 
 You may call Don anytime for prices and types of seed available at 271-3128. 
 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER AT ASBURY 
 

November 5      Holidays Artisans’ Fair sponsored by Asbury United Methodist Women 
 

November 5      Croton Chorale Fall Concert, 800 p.m. at Asbury. 
 

November 13    Run Against Hunger gifts presented, coffee hour with recipients’ presentations. 
 

November 19    Asbury UMW Christmas Decorations Tag Sale at Wesley House. 
 

November 20    Stewardship Sunday service and luncheon. 
 

November 27    First Sunday of Advent. 

 



COME WORSHIP WITH US 
 

October 2   World Communion Sunday. If you would like, come in the clothing of your 
    heritage country 
 

October 9   Kristen Brown, the missionary we have sponsored, will speak to the adult Sunday  
                     school, and worship with us. Coffee hour will follow the service. 
 

October 15   Dinner Church. Saturday service at 5:00 p.m. in the social hall during a pot luck 
  dinner. (See additional information in this Circuit Rider) 

 

October 16   Instead of service at Asbury, the congregation is encouraged to be IN service with the        
  community at the Run Against Hunger. Pastor Melissa will be offering 

  communion on our front lawn in the morning. You are invited to join in the run or help  
  with the run or cheer on the runners. 

 

October 23   The Asbury United Methodist Women will hold their annual baby shower for the babies  
  at Bedford Correctional at the coffee hour following the service. 

 

October 30   There will be an insert in the bulletin for names to be read for All Saints’ Sunday. 
 

November 6   All Saints’ Sunday. Reading of names of those we remember. You may contact Pastor  
  Melissa or Gloria Laemmel with names. 

 
 
 

 
THE HISTORY CORNER 

 

An article from the 1993 Asbury Sanctuary 110th Anniversary Journal. 
 

In 1981 Asbury member Susan Williams made a statement, “We should do something to combat 
world hunger.” With this statement the wheels of creative thinking began to turn. 
 

Susan, along with members and friends: her husband Tom, Barbara Gates, Bill and Mary Lynn 

McCaffrey, John Anderson, Betty and Bill Falter, Dot Janis, Betsy Johnson, Alice Norwich and Rev. 
Sandra Myers developed preliminary plans for a 10K or 6.2 mile run named “Run Against Hunger.” 
 

As final plans developed they found themselves without a sponsor for needed T-shirts. In July, the 

untimely death of Harry Chapin, the folk singer who believed no child should go hungry, cast its effect 
on the committee. Few people have embodied that idea more than Harry Chapin who took the fame 

that came from his music and utilized it to raise funds, and more importantly people’s awareness of 
the important role of the individual in combating hunger. 
 

The committee’s concern over both of these events lessened, when they received a phone call from 
an associate of Harry, who lived in Croton, who stated, “If we should name the race in honor of Harry 

Chapin he would sponsor it.” 
 

The committee’s decision to contact the Chapin family and ask permission to make the race a 
memorial to Harry Chapin by naming it “The Harry Chapin Memorial Run Against Hunger” resulted in 

approval and a mark in the pages of history for Asbury Church and the Croton community. 
 

Through the efforts of many, our race has produced over $90,000.00 to aid hunger projects both 
locally and internationally through UMCOR and has made thousands of people aware of what can be 

accomplished when one cares. 
 

 



 
“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 
 

OCTOBER meeting dates: 
 

Saturday (8:30 a.m. -10:00 a.m. sharp) 
 

19 Old Post Road So Croton on Hudson 
 

(FREE Breakfast 8:00 a.m. option FRANKIES) 
OCTOBER 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Activities/Topics: Croton Trails Walks and study series Jesus of the Ancient World 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

YOU CAN READ THE BIBLE in a year!!!!! 
Challenge: 

Just 15 minutes/day, you can do it 
 

Weekly Readings: Ma1-14, Ma15-28, Mk1-16, L1-16 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Intercessory Prayer: Asbury COH Church Families: S-T 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, October 16, 2016 
36th ANNUAL HARRY CHAPIN WALK & RUN AGAINST HUNGER 

JOIN AN EVENT AS AN ASBURY TEAM MEMBER OR JUST DONATE 
See more at: http://runagainsthunger.com 

 
PICK “JOIN A TEAM” 
Choose “ASBURY” 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BIRD SEED SALE 
SATURDAY October 22 & 29 

 
SEND YOUR ORDER TO:   914-271-3128 or acohummfa@aol.com 

 
Proceeds for Church’s winter heating bills:  

“Feed the Birds, Warm the Flock” 

 

ADVENT CALENDAR ON SALE OCT 1 
ASBURY LIMITED ADDITION ORIGINAL ART 

Created by Ann Reibel 

More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 
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SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY   FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

9:30 “I Was in Prison and 

            You…”/ NYC 
10:00 AA 

 

2 
 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

3 
Asbury Front 

            Porch 9-4 
 

7:00  Finance Mtg 

 

4 
 
 

 

5 
 

 

 

 
 

6 

 

7 
  

 

 

GS1235 6:15 

8 
8:30 ACOHUMMFA      

9:00-10:30  Sally Read      

Book Group  (Music Rm) 

           “1776” 

10:00 Yoga Class with                    

            Michelle Hough       

 

10:00 AA 

9 
 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

10 
 

11 

  

 

12 
9:00 Confirmation Class 

         Retreat 

 

 
 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

14 
  
  

15 
8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

9:00am  UMW (music room) 

10:00am NY Board of 

Church & Society 

10:00 AA 

5:00 DINNER CHURCH 

16 
 
 

10:00 Communion Service 

           in the Community         

 

The Run Against Hunger 

17 

Asbury Front 

Porch 9-12noon 
 

12:00 Salvation 

         Army  Meal 

18 
 

7:30  AD 

  BOARD MTG 

 19 
 

  

20 

   

   

21 
 

 

 
GS1235 6:15 

22 
 8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

10:00 AA 

 

23 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

11:00 Prayer Circle 

5:00  Confirmation Class 

24 
6:00  Bible Study- 

        The Christian 

         Wallet 
 

 

 

25 

 
26 

 

  

   

27 

 
28 

  

Charge Conference 

                        7pm  

29 
 8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

10:00 AA 

7pm Costume Karaoke 

         

 

30 
  

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

31 
 

6:00 Bible Study: 

The Christian Wallet 
 

 

     

 

OCTOBER 2016 
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


