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CIRCUIT RIDER NOVEMBER 2016 
 
 

Pastor’s Message 

 

A love letter from Pastor Melissa 
 

(The following is an excerpt from the vision report presented at the Charge Conference) 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

I belong to a Facebook group of clergy called “Things they didn’t teach us in Seminary.” It is a community for 

creative crowd sourcing and support for the many details of ministry that can’t be taught. Earlier this week someone 

wrote: “You know the biggest thing they didn't teach me in seminary? That I would love the members of my 

congregation. I was completely unprepared for that. Ridiculous, in retrospect. The pastor/church member 

relationship is a love relationship. All that talk about healthy boundaries and relational ministry (which 100% apply), 

all that talk about God's love and loving our neighbor, and I somehow completely missed that. I don't know how.” 

I immediately remembered the moment I looked out (maybe four or five months after I started serving 

Asbury) and was so surprised by the bursting sensation of love I felt for each and every one of you and how 

incredibly blessed I feel to be loved by you. 

Love is what we are called to do. And I see it lived out in this congregation day after day. I see the love of 

members who have dedicated decades to leadership and who are passing that commitment to others in the 

congregation who are also rooted in their love for Asbury. It is shared in the love and tenderness as we journey with 

those who are sick and sit with those who are dying and care for those who are grieving. I see it in the children who 

know that this is a place where they belong and where they are cherished. 

I am often reminded that we are not here only to love each other. I am not here to serve only those in this 

congregation. But we are called to build the beloved community that serves those people who are not here yet. To 

equip ourselves to share God’s love through Jesus Christ for those who are not here yet. To reach out with invitation 

to the least, the lost, the forgotten, the broken. To go beyond the church walls to be the church in the world and share 

with people who we might not normally have opportunities to engage that God loves each one of us and there is 

nothing we can do about it.  
This year, let us be challenged to engage in prophetic loving imagination and look beyond the traditional 

church structure to one that is adaptable to the gifts and graces of every single person who comes through our doors 

and those who are yet to come by creating space for all to grown in Christ’s love.  

One of my most spirit-filled moments happens every Sunday during the Doxology. As I lift the gifts and 

offerings to God and see your rainbow images reflected in the cross I am overwhelmed with love and thanksgiving. 

Each week that image changes depending on who is in the pews, but it always fills me with hope knowing that we are 

moving together to become the beloved community, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world.  

 

In Christ’s love, Pastor Melissa 
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   “Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 
 ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 
        ACOHUMMFA 

 
NOVEMBER, 2016 

8 a.m. optional breakfast 
Saturday (8:30 a.m. -10:00 a.m. sharp) 
19 Old Post Road So Croton-on-Hudson 

 
NOVEMBER 5, 19, 26   NO MEETING NOVEMBER 12 

Activities/Topics: Croton Trails Walks and study series Jesus of the Ancient World 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Weekly Readings (15 min/day) for personal devotions (BIBLE in a year challenge):    

Week 1: Luke 17-John 8,  Week 2: John9-Acts 6,  Week 3: Acts7-25,  Week 4: Acts 26-Romans 1-16  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Intercessory Prayer: 
  

Asbury COH Church Families: U-V 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EVENTS THIS MONTH 

                                                                                    11/1   All Saint’s Day 

11/5   UMM sets up and serves Artesian Fair Chili Luncheon 
                                                                                                          11/6   All Saint’s Sunday 
                                                                                                          11/11 Veteran’s Day 

 11/20 CHRIST THE KING/REIGN OF CHRIST / BIBLE SUNDAY 
                                                                                                          11/24 Thanksgiving Day 
                                                                                                          11/27 United Methodist Student Sunday 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

GREAT JOB ASBURY TEAM!! 
Sunday, October 16, 2016 

35th ANNUAL HARRY CHAPIN WALK & RUN AGAINST HUNGER 
15 members, over $1000 raised!!     THANK YOU! 

BIRD SEED SALE NOW 
Pick up your order with Don Daubney 

A few bags still available, See Don Daubney 

 
ADVENT CALENDAR ON SALE NOW  

ASBURY LIMITED ADDITION ORIGINAL ART  
Created by Ann Reibel 

Frame it, hang it, color it, send it to friends 

Practice the faith in the Advent Season 

 
More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4101 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 



 

Baby Shower – Sunday October 23 
 
Thanks to the Asbury Congregation! The baby shower was a success.   

 
The multitude of items will be delivered to the nursery at the Bedford Hill  

Correctional Facility. The babies and toddlers 
are with their mothers in prison for up to 

the age of 
two. If you  

you  
missed the 

shower and 

want to 
donate, please  

contact Barbara 
Whipple, UMW President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROTON CHORALE TO PRESENT BENEFIT CONCERT FOR FOOD PANTRY 

 SATURDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 5 

The Croton Chorale and Orchestra will offer a performance of a famous Haydn Mass, along with choral anthems by 

Morley, Dowland and Purcell, at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday night, November 5, at Asbury Church. 

 

The concert is themed on musical supplications for Divine assistance, and is designed as a musical response to the 

angst that this election, which will take place three days later, has generated for everyone (regardless of political 

persuasion) this year.  The program will start with some heart-felt anthems of petition based on psalm and funeral 

texts, created by three beloved English composers of the 16th Century— John Dowland, Thomas Morley, and Henry 

Purcell. The main offering will then be the Latin mass setting by Franz Joseph Haydn known as his "Mass in Time of 

Anguish", whose name reflects the political chaos created in Europe by the rise of Napoleon at the time of its 

composition. (Asbury's Chancel Choir director, Bob Collins, who conducts the Chorale, does note, however, that 

despite its title, the music is actually an optimistic, joyous and confident setting of the text.)  This work is also known 

as the "Lord Nelson" Mass, as Haydn had the opportunity to present it to the English naval hero when the Admiral 

was taking his "victory lap" tour of Europe in the year 1800 after defeating Napoleon in the Battle of the Nile.  

 

Contributions for the Food Bank of $20 (or $10 for seniors and students) are requested for the concert, but children 

are welcome without charge. 



           Tell EVERYONE you know to start their holiday shopping 

at Asbury’s 

 
 

 
 

On Saturday, November 5 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 20 exciting vendor booths, our famous 
Asbury bake sale, Asbury craft table, and a delicious luncheon from 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. will 
delight your day and shorten your shopping lists.  
 

The United Methodist Men [UMM] will be coordinating the chili luncheon in the music room. The 
United Methodist Women [UMW] will be coordinating the fair in the social hall. Proceeds from the fair 
and luncheon will be applied to the church operating budget – keeping the lights on and paying our 

staff. 
 

Since the UMM and UMW core memberships are small, the WHOLE congregation needs to participate. 

First and foremost – TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, CO-WORKERS. See flyer in this 
Circuit Rider. Then bake for the bake sale and/or make items for the crafts table. Finally, help set up 
on Friday night November 4 and/or volunteer to work on Saturday for a few hours. Contact Stu Colby 

[UMM] or Barb Whipple [UMM] for more info and to volunteer.   
 

Extra! Extra! --- We have received a shipment via Kristin Brown, the missionary 
whom we support and who is working in Jerusalem, of lovely olive wood gift items, 

including Christmas decorations, that we will sell at the Artisan Fair. Come, take a 

look.   

 
 

 

 

 
Prepaid orders for Asbury’s tins of holiday cookies will be taken starting at 
the fair. The $15.00 decorative tins will contain two dozen of six old-

fashioned Christmas cookie favorites for your family or for gifting. Samples of 
cookie tins can be viewed at the fair. 
 

Orders for Asbury’s holiday cookie tins will be taken through December 4. 
See Barbara Whipple to place your prepaid order. Make checks payable to 

“United Methodist Women.” The cookie pick-up will be on December 17 from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the music room.  

 
Come early to have the most choices of beautiful holiday tin designs.  

 
 

    

             HOLIDAYS ARTISAN FAIR 

            Asbury’s Holiday Cookie Tins 



 







 

Please gather with our neighbors for an interfaith Thanksgiving dinner. There is no 

program/agenda…just an opportunity to be thankful for each other and enjoy a meal 

together. Donations for the refugee resettlement efforts will be received. 
 

                              Please note: dishes should not contain pork or shellfish. Please list ingredients so that people can 

make informed choices.  

 

 

 
Holiday Decorations Tag Sale 

                       November 19 and 26 – 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

In Wesley House (next door to Asbury Church) 
 

We did it last year and it was a success.  As always we have many holiday (Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Hanukkah and New Year’s) items left over from our spring tag sale.  Come shop for gently used and 
new holiday decorations. Be sure to TELL YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, CO-WORKERS about the sale. 

We also need donations of your unneeded decorations for this special holiday sale. Call Barbara 

Whipple at 271-5095 for decorations pick-up or bring your contributions to church before 

November 17. Hopefully, we will each take home decorations that will be the start of new 
traditions in our homes or add sparkle and enchantment to our wrapped holiday gifts. 



 

Earring-Making Workshop 
 

Asbury UMW, coordinated by Doris Daubney, again 

sponsored a fun night of making earrings. Over 15 gals 

attended. Joan Lloyd from Yorktown brought the supplies, 

including the makings for holiday themed earrings. She 

taught us how to create these fashionable earrings. We 

took some home, and some were created to  

be sold at the Asbury crafts table at the November 5 

Holidays Artisan Fair.   

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

                                                                               REMINDER 

 

       The Blood Drive will take place on December 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Croton Harmon 

High School. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

All THE SAINTS WHO FROM 

THEIR LABORS REST 

Since November 1, 2015 

 

 

Jackie Smalls, d. 11/12/2015 

Linda Pieck, d. Dec. 2015 

Fred Hovasapian, 9/7/1934-1/14/2016 

Diana McLean, d. 1/15/2016 

Sally Dow, 11/11/1935-1/28/2016 

Peter Schulze 

Ben Prezelski, 5/14/1977-1/29/2016 

Abne Eisenburg 

Bill Laemmel, 9/14/1934-3/9/2016 

Robin Fox, d. 3/9/2016 

Herman Collymore, d. 5/22/2016 

Al Riefenhauser, 8/10/1965-5/23/2016 

Linda Kropp, 11/25/1982-5/29/2016 

Margaret Shenton, 2/24/1924-7/2/2016 

Carolyn Jarc, 11/30/1942 - 7/8/2016 

Joel Comiskey, d. 7/13/16 

Ed Gomez, d. 8/30/2016 

Larry Lodding, d. Sept, 2016 

Evelyn Kearsley, 8/9/1924 - 9/21/2016 

Elizabeth Gilligan, 12/1/1924-9/29/2016 

 

  



 

Holiday Artisan Fair - 2015 
 

Over half our vendors from last year are returning this year! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY   FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
 
 

 

 
7pm Croton Choral 

         Rehearsal    

Cub Scouts 2  6-7:30pm    

2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GS1234  5:30-7pm 

3 

 

 

 
7pm Croton Choral 

          Rehearsal       

4 
 

6pm Set-Up for Fair       

5 
 8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

10:00 AA 

8am-5pm Holiday Artisans 

                    Fair 

8pm Croton Choral 

         Concert    

6 
 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00  Wesleyan Chimers 

7 

 
8 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Cub Scouts 2  6-7:30pm    

9 
 

 

 

 
 

GS1234  5:30-7pm 

10 

 

11 
  

 

 

 

12 
8:30 ACOHUMMFA      

9:00-10:30  Sally Read      

Book Group  (Music Rm) 

10:00 AA 

13 
 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

14 
 

15 

  

 

16 
 

 

 
 

GS1234  5:30-7pm 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

18 
  
 GS1235 6:15 

19 
8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

9:00am  UMW (music room) 

10:00 AA 

 

20 
 
 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00  Wesleyan Chimers 

21 

 
 

12:00 Salvation 

         Army  Meal 

22 
 

7:30  AD 

  BOARD MTG 

 23 
 

  

24 

   

   

25 
 

 

 
  

26 
 8:30 ACOHUMMFA  

10:00 AA 

 

27 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

11:00 Prayer Circle 

5:00  Confirmation Class 

28 
6:00  Bible 

Study- The 

Christian Wallet 
 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cub Scouts 2  6-7:30pm    

30 
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