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March 2018 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

“O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; his steadfast love endures forever!” Psalm 118:1 
  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
At a recent finance and stewardship meeting we began with a prayer of thanksgiving. For 
five minutes we named the joy that has been flowing through Asbury’s ministries so far this 
year. Highlights include: 



      The enthusiasm of the Sunday school children and the new children that have 
      been joining. 
      New voices in the choir making a joyful noise each week. 
      The Love Lunch that celebrated Mardi Gras, Valentine’s Day, and Chinese New 
      Year. 
      Bringing children and adults for Lenten dinner and conversation on Wednesdays. 
      Singing new music in Lent composed by Claire Collins and Bob Collins. 
      Audio recorded sermons available online.  
      Hosting our neighbors who are homeless for two weeks and the volunteers from 
      throughout the community who prepared meals. 
      Youth group chili dinner at Jan Peek House.  
      A full house at the interfaith Martin Luther King event hosted at Asbury.  
      Nearly 20 people from the Croton community came to the Asbury front porch on 
      Ash Wednesday for prayer and ashes.  

  
God is at work through Asbury as we continue to faithfully show up and support the 
ministries of this community. Each Sunday in Lent you will receive a cutout of a sandal 
representing our journey with Jesus. On one side you are invited to write a prayer of thanks 
and on the other side a prayer of petition. The pathway prayers will be posted in the church 
so that we can be in prayer with each other.  
  
May your Lenten season continue to be one of examination and gratitude.  
  
Peace, 
Pastor Melissa 
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“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 

ACOHUMMFA 

MARCH 2018 meeting dates:  

Saturday 

  3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24 

8:00 a.m. Free BREAKFAST @ Frankie’s (OPTIONAL) 

8:30 a.m. MEETING BEGINS 10:00 a.m. MEETING OVER 

Wesley House 19 Old Post Road So., Croton on Hudson 

Topics:  The New Testament 

Weekly Readings (IT’S JUST 15 min/day, WHOLE BIBLE IN A YEAR, YOU CAN DO IT!) for personal 

devotions: 

         1) NUMBERS 30-Duteronomy 7 

      2) Deuteronomy 8-28 

     3) Deuteronomy 29-Joshua13 
     4) Joshua14-Judges7 
     5) Judges 8-Ruth 1-4 

 

Intercessory Prayers: 

1) Asbury Prayer Chain 

2) Asbury COH Church Families: E_F 

 

LENT: 2/14-3/29 

Women’s History Month 

3/2: John Wesley died 1791 

3/2: World Day of Prayer 

3/11: UMCOR SUNDAY (FORMERLY ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING)  

3/11: Girl Scout Sunday 

3/25:  PALM SUNDAY 

            4/1: EASTER! CHRIST IS RISEN! 

 

More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 

NOTE: ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  CALL / CONTACT ABOVE TO CONFIRM   

mailto:ACOHUMMFA@aol.com
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ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

TREASURER’S COLUMN - MARCH 2 

 

Stewardship – “Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of worship every believer can actively participate in each 

week. Giving becomes a celebration when the believer discovers the joy of generosity, which grows out of God's 

grace." —Melvin Amerson, Celebrating the Offering. 

We Give. To belong to our congregation is to be a steward. Some may say that “stewardship” is just a polite way 

of referring to financial giving to the church. But it’s far more than that. 

One character in some of Jesus’ parables is the steward—the servant charged by the master to care for the 

master’s property. It is the master, not the steward, who owns the property, but the steward is responsible for it 

and is accountable to the master. So it is, said Jesus, between God and us. As God’s stewards we have three 

responsibilities: 

Receiving - We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers upon us—time, talent, treasure, 

our bodies, our friendships, natural resources, and the beauty around us.  

Managing - We take good care of what we have received. We manage these resources wisely—for our own 

good and the good of others. 

Giving - Out of our gratitude in receiving so abundantly, we want to share with others. Let’s look at four kinds of 

gifts that we receive, manage, and share: 

Our time. We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of God. How we choose 

to use it is a matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of frenetic activity, always over-extending themselves 

to the point of exhaustion, while others sit around in apathetic boredom. Some spend all their hours serving the 

needs of others at the expense of their own, while others live only for themselves. As Christian stewards we try 

to manage time wisely and in a balanced way. And we give our time gladly to family and friends, to strangers, to 

the community, the church, and to ourselves. 

Our abilities.  Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the three servants who received different amounts of money to 

manage while the master was away? We’ve each received from God distinctive gifts and talents. How we develop 

and use these talents is a matter of stewardship. Like two of the servants in Jesus’ story, we can invest them 

wisely—or like the third, out of fear we can hide them (Matthew 25:14-30). 

As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology. We develop them further, practicing new skills 

and putting our talents to work in ministry. 

Our resources. We may think that our financial resources are our own. But when we recall that the time, the energy, 

the good health, and the opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all gifts from God, we see that 

the funds belong to God too. We are the stewards; God is the owner. So questions about what we earn, how we 

earn it, how we save, spend, and give it away, are all questions of Christian stewardship. 

One vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to Christ’s work in the world. We’ve learned that giving is most 

effective when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our income through the church. For many, 

this proportion is one-tenth, or a tithe. Whatever the amount, we have discovered the joy in giving to God the 

“first fruits,” an amount “off the top” of our income, not what’s left over at the end of the month. 

Excerpt from The United Methodist Member’s Handbook Revised and Expanded, pgs. 20-21, George E. Koehler 

© 2006, Discipleship Resources. 

YIMFC, Stu Colby, Treasurer  

  



 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Take time out of your busy schedule to gather around the dinner table with the Asbury family. Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. we will discuss our week, explore the Scripture reading that was introduced on Sunday, and 
pray for each other using a simple model developed by FAItH5. 
 
The conversations are designed to be accessible to children and encourage intergenerational dialogue—
getting to know people in the congregation in meaningful ways. Feel free to bring a friend. 
 
For planning purposes it is helpful to know if you think you will attend, but if you are able to come at the 
last minute, know we are saving you a seat.  
 
Please contact Pastor Melissa with any questions. 
 

 



 



 

THE HISTORY CORNER 

Labyrinths 

 

Labyrinths have been in place for centuries. A labyrinth is different from a maze, although they are 

related. Mazes have many paths and dead ends and are about multiplicity, choice and strategy. 

Labyrinths have one path and they are about guidance, trust and reflection. They have been made 

outdoors using stones and turf to delineate the pathway, painted on church floors, portable ones painted 

on canvas, and a food pantry in the mid-west created one using cans of food. One of the most famous 

labyrinths is on the floor at Chartres Cathedral in France. Another well-known cathedral floor labyrinth 

is in Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, California. Locally there is an outdoor labyrinth on the grounds 

of Mariandale Retreat and Conference Center in Ossining. Finger labyrinths have been made out of 

clay and printed on paper, and at the 2016 Methodist Church General Conference eight inch square 

quilted labyrinths made by members of United Methodist Women chapters were given to attendees.    

This year during Lent the cover of our bulletin features a labyrinth, and Barbara Whipple has created a labyrinth 

altar banner. The theme of our Lenten devotions this year is Listen. Listen to the world around you, listen to your 

inner voice, give yourself a chance to stop and listen, and take time to contemplate. Following the path of a 

labyrinth is a way to stop and listen— to stop and listen to Christ’s message and to follow in his path. 

Our bulletin cover serves as a finger labyrinth for you to use. 

 

 

SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS 

 

At church on Sundays we sell gift cards from ShopRite after the service and at other events such as 

coffee hour. Asbury receives a profit of five cents on each dollar of cards we sell. This money is kept in 

an emergency fund. 

For more information and to purchase cards contact please Gloria Laemmel. 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

                                    —Cynthia Plater 
 

I checked on the availability of the following books and tentatively set this schedule (subject to 
change based on everyone's thoughts). If people want to read ahead they can.  
 
April book - The Stars are Fire by Anita Shreve 
May book - Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
June book - The Commonwealth by Ann Patchett 
July book - Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 
 
I also recommend Born a Crime by Trevor Noah, about his life growing up in South Africa 
 



 
EASTER ALTAR PLANT ORDER 

 

 

Easter plant(s) will be used as part of our Easter altar decorations. Please send this order 
form to the Church, place it in the offering plate or give it to Gloria Laemmel with your check 
payable to Asbury UMC. Please indicate on your check that it is for an Easter plant(s).  
 
The deadline for orders is Sunday, March 25, 2018. If you have any questions you may call 
Gloria Laemmel at 271-8712.  
 
By_____________________________________________________________  
 
In honor  
of______________________________________________________________  
 
In loving memory 
of______________________________________________________________  
 

      Please indicate the number of each plant: 
 

  Azalea - $26.00_________                     Hydrangea - $25.00_________  
  Lily - $14.00____________                    Tulips - $11.00______________  
  Daffodil - $11.00_________                   Hyacinth - $11.00____________  
 
  Total Amount $_______________  
 
Following the 10:00 a.m. Easter service you may take your plant home, or in ministry of 
compassion and caring for others, you may wish to take your plant to a homebound member of 
Asbury.  
 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
17 Old Post Road South 

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520 
 

 

 

 

ASBURY SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY 

 

Come on Saturday, March 24 any time from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to help with the Asbury Spring 
Clean-Up Day.  Come for an hour or four hours and help to make Asbury shine for our Easter 
celebration. Sustaining coffee, tea, cider and donuts will be provided. 
 

 



SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

    1 

  

 

  

 

 

  

2 
 

 

 

 

GS 1235    5:30pm  

3 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 
 

10:00 AA 

  

4  
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers   

11:00 Safe Sanctuary Training 
 

Interfaith Climate Summit at 

Holy Name of Mary 3pm 

 

  GS 2919   5-6:00pm 

5 

7:00pm Asbury 

hosting 

“Immigration 

Accompaniment  

Training” with 

Croton Houses of 

Worship and 

New Sanctuary 

Coalition 

6 
 

Worship Mtg:  

Holy Week Planning               

                      7:30pm 

 

   

 
 

7 
 
6:30-7:30pm Lenten 

Dinner in Social Hall                

 
 

  

8 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

   

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

                 Book Group    

10:00 AA 
  

11 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers   

11am – Coffeee Hour 
6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

12 
 
Pastor on 

Wesleyan 

pilgrimage in 

England 

13 
 

  

14 

6:30-7:30pm Lenten 

Dinner in Social Hall 

                 

7:30pm TRUSTEES 

15 
 

 
  

   

16 

 

  

 

 

GS 1235    5:30pm 

 

GS 2919   5-6:30pm 

17 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

10:00 AA  

 

18 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers 

11:00 Safe Sanctuary Training 
 

3:00pm UMW Gardening 

Program in Social Hall 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

  

20 
 
Pastor back from 

England 

 

 

21 
6:30-7:30pm Lenten 

Dinner in Social Hall        

22 23 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GS 1235    5:30pm 

  

24 
 

8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  
10:00 AA 
 

Church Spring Cleaning 
9:00am-1:00pm  

25  PALM SUNDAY 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers   

Palm Sunday Brunch 

12:30-2:30 Confirmation 

Class: Wesleyan Pilgrimage 

Highlights 

26 
  

 

 

 

27 
  

 

 

 

28 
  

 

 

 

 

 

29   MAUNDY  

      THURSDAY 
 

6:30 Holy Week 

Dinner Church 

30 
GOOD FRIDAY 

31 
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ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


