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PASTOR’S MESSAGE  

 

 

 Dear friends, 

I had a wonderful journey to England, following in 

the footsteps of the founder of Methodism, John 

Wesley. I wanted to share with you a devotional I 

wrote during the pilgrimage.  

Peace, 

Pastor Melissa 

 

John Wesley’s morning prayer: 

Thou has mercifully kept us the last night; 

blessed by Thy continued goodness. 

Receive us likewise into Thy protection this 

day. Guide and assist us in all our thoughts, 

words, and actions. Amen. 

Asbury United Methodist Church is more than 220 years old. Francis Asbury preached several times in the original Bethel 

chapel that we still use. We are a heritage church, grounded in Wesleyan tradition and moving into the future. While the 

congregation was founded hundreds of years ago, like God’s mercy, our ministry in the name of Jesus is new every 

morning.  

I found myself overcome with emotion as I walked toward the pulpit in the New Room in Bristol, the first Methodist 

meeting house. For protection, there were no windows on the first floor because those who were part of the Methodist 

movement were ridiculed for their practices and their understanding of God’s grace. 

Later we stood at Hanham Mount where Wesley, influenced by George Whitfield, preached outside to the coal miners as 

they returned home early in the morning. “All the world is my parish,” John Wesley said, explaining the importance of 

breaking out of church walls to share good news with those who most need to hear it.  

As we visited these special places where the Holy Spirit was and is at work creating this movement of Methodist love and 

grace through Jesus Christ, I wonder what are the spaces in our own community that are continuing that movement? 

In our sacred ordinary days, how do we model the Wesleyan heritage . . .  moving into the future with courage, creativity, 

and passion for partnering with Jesus Christ to transform lives? What are the acts of justice and mercy and advocacy that 

are bringing hope to God’s people – especially the most vulnerable to let them know that they are not alone . . . they are 

wrapped in God’s loving care? 
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The passage from Isaiah 52 is engraved at Hanham Mount: 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

    are the feet of a messenger 

    who proclaims peace, 

    who brings good news, 

    who proclaims salvation, 

    who says to Zion, “Your God rules!” 

 

As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus and the prophets, may our feet pick up and carry these messages in thought, 

word, and action so that all who we meet will know the love and grace, hope and promise of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

                                                                    

   

HOLY WEEK OBSERVANCE 

There is no Easter without Holy Week. Please join us. Childcare is available during the tenebrae part of worship. 

 
 

 
 



 



ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 

ACOHUMMFA 

 

DATES: 4/7, 4/14, 4/21, 4/28, TIME: 8:00 a.m. FREE BREAKFAST (OPTIONAL), 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. PLACE: 19 Old Post Road So. Croton-on-Hudson  

Topic: MARKS of a METHODIST  

4/20 & 4/21: Per ACTs Selling our property and possessions and sharing them with all as anyone might have need, aka GREAT ASBURY TAG SALE 

& UMM/UMW HOT DOG SALE 

EVERY TUES & THURS: 10:00 a.m.  Premiere Athletic Club, Montrose: FITNESS FUN (come as our guest or join with 10% Asbury discount) 

Weekly Readings (IT’S JUST 15 min/day, WHOLE BIBLE IN A YEAR, YOU CAN DO IT!) for personal devotions: 

1) 1 Samuel 14-2 Samuel 2 

2) 2  Samuel 3 - 2  Samuel 20 

3) 2 Samuel 21 – 1 Kings 11 
4) 2 Samuel 12 - 2 Kings 5 

 
Intercessory Prayers:  

          1)   Asbury Prayer Chain 
          2) Asbury COH Church Families G-H 
          3) Croton Youth: Scouts, 4-H 
          4) First Responders 
          5) Service Members across the planet 
 

Devotions to Jump Start Your Week 

Week of April 1 - Prayer O God, you raised up Jesus Christ as your faithful witness and the first-born of the dead that we too might follow the way 

that leads to life eternal. Yet sometimes I doubt the value this has in my life. Help me to see anew the power of the risen Christ. By your Holy Spirit, 

help me to witness to him so that those who have not yet seen may come to believe in him who is, and was, and is to come. Amen.   

Scripture John 20: 19-31   

Questions 1. Why were the disciples hiding in fear in the Upper Room? 2. When Jesus breathed on them and they received the Holy Spirit, what did 

Jesus say they were now capable of doing? 3. What did Thomas say he would have to see in order for him to believe Jesus had risen from the dead? 

4. Can you think of a time when you had doubts about Jesus’ resurrection or saving power?  How did this make you feel?     

Week of April 8 - Prayer God of victory over death, you reveal yourself to us through your son in many ways. Sometimes it is like a still, small voice 

and sometimes it is like a blinding flash of light, but always it is you reaching out to me. Grant that I may know your will that in love I may 

obediently care for your flock and worship you with praise and thanksgiving forever and ever. Amen.   

Scripture Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)   

Questions 1. Who was Saul threatening to kill in Jerusalem? 2. For what purpose was Saul traveling to Damascus? 3. Who sent the flash of light 

around Saul? 4. Have you ever had a “Damascus Road” experience when your life was instantly and completely changed?    

Week of April 15 - Prayer God of comfort and compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ, you lead me to places of calm and provide me with 

abundance. Remind me of how much you care for me and strengthen me by your grace to care for your flock. Amen.   

Scripture Psalm 23   

Questions 1. Which of earth’s resources does the psalmist use to provide peace and calm? 2. Why does the psalmist say I need not fear my 

journey? 3. Where will God prepare a table for us and how will He anoint us? 4. When have you felt the presence of God in your life at a time of 

tribulation?      

Week of April 22 - Prayer Mighty redeeming God, you stand among us in the shadows of our time. As we move through every sorrow and trial of 

this life, uphold us with knowledge of the final morning when, in the glorious presence of your risen Son, we will share in his resurrection, 

redeemed and restored to the fullness of life and forever freed to be your people. Amen.   

Scripture Revelation 21:1-6   

Questions 1. What three “new” things did John first see in his revelation? 2. What did these “new” things mean to John’s original audience?  What 

do they mean to you? 3. Who is the voice from the throne and what did it tell John to do? 4. What does this passage say to you today?    

 More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com: NOTE: ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, CALL / CONTACT 

ABOVE TO CONFIRM   
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ASBURY CROTON-ON-HUDSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

TREASURER’S COLUMN APRIL 2018 
 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘RAabbouni!’ (which means 
teacher).” - John 20:16, NRSV 

All hope was lost. The body of Jesus was gone; Jesus, the one in whom Mary Magdalene and so 
many others had put their hope could not be found. The followers of Jesus laid down their nets, left 
their homes and families and followed Jesus. Mary had followed Jesus all the way to the cross, all the 
way through his journey of suffering a humiliating death on a cross. She had come to attend to his 
body. Mary was still following Jesus. In her grief, Mary could not recognize the man in front of her. 
She mistook Jesus, the one she sought, for a gardener. 

It was not until Jesus called her name that she was able to see him. Almost as soon as Jesus called 
her name he had some where for Mary Magdalene to go and something to say. Mary was sent to tell 
the disciples all she had seen at the tomb that day, how she went ready to prepare a body for its final 
rest, and instead heard and then saw Jesus.  

Jesus’ voice is calling still today, calling his church to tell the world that we have seen the Lord. We 
are called to demonstrate through word and deed that God’s love for us will go to the depths of a 
tomb and overcome death to remain with us. 

Offertory Prayer  
God of love, we are grateful for the gift of Jesus’ love that included the laying down of his life that 
overcame death and offers us life, freedom, and hope today. Open our hearts that we might love and 
give as Jesus did, generously, for the sake of work of God’s reign today. Amen. 

www.umcgiving.org 

YIMFC, Stu Colby, Treasurer  

 

 

        

Sally Read Book Group  
We meet in the music room for a lively discussion on 

the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m.  Join us! This month’s book for the 

April 14 meeting is The Stars Are Fire by Anita Shreve.  

  

 

 



 

Tag Sale is Coming!  
 

Friday, April 20 - 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Early Bird $5.00 

Saturday, April 21 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Please Save these dates on your calendar  

Save all your unwanted treasures for this event 

We will accept donations beginning April 2 through Tuesday, April 18  
 

We need the entire congregation involved 

To Make the Sale a Success We Need the Following: 

Sorters, setter-uppers, price-setters, department heads, floor 

walkers, poster putter-uppers, and bakers 

On the sale days we need many hands to make the day a success 

for us and our customers 

SIGN UP ON THE SIGN UP SHEET AT THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY 

Join us on Sunday, April 15 after church 

for the annual Tag Sale sorting day and lunch 
  

Tag Sale is not only the biggest fund raising event for the church, it is 

also a time for fun and fellowship! 

To volunteer, or for further information, contact Gloria Laemmel at 271-8712 



 



The 2018 Empowering Women’s Program, focusing on immigration in 

our community, is scheduled for the evening of May 8th at 7 p.m. at Temple Israel. The 

Empowering Women’s group are women from the Croton Houses of Worship and 

the Upper Westchester Muslim Society.   

As our hands-on project, we will be assembling 

personal care kits for local food pantries to 

distribute to those in need.   We are asking 

members of our houses of worship to contribute 

these specific items [whatever brands you wish]:   

 2 standard sized bars of soap or body 

wash/liquid hand soap [6-8 oz],    

 tube of toothpaste [4 to 6 oz],   

 2 wrapped toothbrushes,    

 tube/bottle of shampoo [10 to 13 oz], 

 tube of hand/body lotion [6 to 10 oz].  

All items must be new and no travel sizes, please [see sample picture above]. Items will be 

assembled into gallon sized zip-lock bags prior to distribution. Asbury will have a collection 

box in the breezeway.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  See Cynthia Plater for more 

details.   

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

EASTER SUNDAY 
6:30 Sunrise Service at 

          Bethel Chapel 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

 

2 
Begin TAG SALE 

donations 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

3 
 

UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  10am 

4 
 

  

 
 

  

5 

  

UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  

10am  

 

 Pastor’s Sabbath 

6 
 

 

 

 

GS 1235    5:30pm 

GS 2919   5-6:30pm  

7 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9am UMC101: Confirmation 

         History Make-up 
 

10:00 AA  

8 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &            Children’s 

Sunday School 

 11am – Coffeee Hour 

followed by Lunch 

11:00 Chimers 

 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

9 

  

10 
 

  

 

   

 
UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  10am 

11 
 

 
Pastor’s Vacation 

  

 
 

  

12 
 

 
Pastor’s Vacation 
 

  
UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  

10am 

13 
 

 
Pastor’s Vacation 

 

14   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

                 Book Group 

5pm Holy Name of Mary Mass for 

Confirmation Class    

10:00 AA 

15 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             Children’s 

Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers   

11am  UMC 101 

4-6pm Confirmation Class 

Sorting Sunday & Setup for Tag 

Sale 

16 
 

TAG SALE 

SetUp 
 

 

Salvation Army Lunch 

17 
 

TAG SALE SetUp 
Last Day for Tag Sale 

Donations  

 

UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  10am 

18 

  

TAG SALE SetUp 
 

                 

  

19 
 

TAG SALE SetUp 
UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  

10am  

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

  

20 

 

TAG SALE SetUp 

 
Early Bird Tag Sale  

1:00-5:00pm 

  

 

 

GS 1235    5:30pm 

 

 

21 
TAG SALE  9am-4pm 

 

22 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             Children’s 

Sunday School 

11:00 Chimers 

11am  UMC 101 

11am – Coffee Hour 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

  

24 
 
UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  10am  

25 
 

Croton Houses of Worship: 

Reducing Gun Violence   

7pm 

at Temple Israel         

26 

 
UMM meet at 

Premier Athletic Club  

10am 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

28     
 

8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  
10:00 AA 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
 

Espinoza Party Rental 

Soc. Hall 4-9pm   

29    

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             Children’s 

Sunday School  Followed by lunch 

 

11:15 Chimers   

 

30 
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