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September 2018 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Dear Friends, 

This passage from Ecclesiastes beautifully illustrates the tension of 

different time periods and cycles of life. In times of challenge it can be 

comforting to remember there is a rhythm to our experiences and gifts to 

be found even in sadness. In times of joy it is a reminder to appreciate the 

moments of celebration. Wherever we are, when we center ourselves in 

our faith and live in each moment, we know that we are not alone and we 

are covered in God’s grace.  

And so it is, that we come to the beginning of our fifth year of ministry 

together. As I celebrate my fourth anniversary with you, I am excited 

about what God is doing through Asbury United Methodist Church. And I 

am so very thankful for you . . . for the ways you have encouraged me to 

live into my calling as a pastor, for your trust in me, and for your faithful 

walk with Christ. Thank you also for your grace when I stumble. 

At a time when our society and even our denomination is operating in 

polarizing ways, I am thankful for how Asbury is a force for unity and 

love and justice that follows the teachings of Jesus while inviting others 

to The Way of grace and truth. It is a joy to experience with you the 

growth of this body of Christ through new members, baptism, weddings, 

and confirmation. It is a humble privilege to journey with you in life’s struggles, illness, and grief.  

Each and every time we come together for Holy Communion I am overwhelmed by our connections with each other, with 

God, and with the community of saints that came before us. And I think about the community of saints who will come 

after us.  

When I think about the moments of joy and celebration, weekly gatherings and annual traditions, my heart is filled with 

thanksgiving. I wonder where God is leading us and where we will be in five years.  

Over the next few months, we will discern together the areas of nurture, witness, and outreach that each person who is 

part of this body of Christ is called. Where do you feel God is leading you to serve at Asbury? 

The celebration of ministry on September 30 promises to ignite a new Spirit in this season of rebirth for Asbury. I hope 

you will join me.  

Peace, 

Pastor Melissa 
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Mark 12: 29-31 

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
  

John Wesley’s three simple rules are summarized as “Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.”  
  

A Rule of Life guides you in a pattern of everyday living. In times when the world feels chaotic and values 
seem to be shifting, rules offer guidance for living more simply. According to the CS Lewis Institute “A Rule 
establishes a rhythm for life in which is helpful for being formed by the Spirit, a rhythm that reflects a love 
for God and respect for how God has made us.” What are the rules that help us live into the “Golden Rule?” 
What guides us to grow into deeper love with God and with our neighbor? And how are we to respond 
when God’s law conflicts with human law? Throughout September we examine some rules for life as 
presented in the Gospel according to Mark, the Epistle of James, and Wisdom and other literature. 

  



 

  “Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 
ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 

ACOHUMMFA 

SEPTEMBER meeting dates: Saturday 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. sharp 

WESLEY HOUSE at 19 Old Post Road So Croton on Hudson 

(FREE Breakfast 8:00 a.m. option FRANKIEs) 

SEPTEMBER: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

ACTIVITIES:  

Croton Trails Walk, SPRINGVALE mission visits 

 

Study series: 

The New Testament 

BIBLE in a year challenge! 
Weekly Readings (15 min/day) for personal devotions:    

Week 1: J41-Lam1-5   Week 2: Ez1-28   Week 3: Ez29-48   Week 4: Da-H-J-A 

Intercessory Prayer: 
 Asbury COH Church Families: Q-R 

                        

                       EVENTS:  

September 3: Labor Day  
September 11: 9/11 remembrance  

 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 
36th ANNUAL HARRY CHAPIN WALK & RUN AGAINST HUNGER 

JOIN THE ASBURY TEAM MEMBER OR DONATE 

 See more at: http://runagainsthunger.com 
PICK “JOIN A TEAM” 

Choose “ASBURY” 

 

BIRD SEED SALE COMING UP SATURDAY, October 20 

CALL IN (OR EMAIL) YOUR ORDER TO: 

914-271-3128 or acohummfa@aol.com 
 

ASBURY LIMITED ADDITION ORIGINAL ART  

ADVENT CALENDAR ON SALE OCT 1.  

  

More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914 330 4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 

 

http://runagainsthunger.com/
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Tithing: Law of God or Gift of God? (Part II) 

                                   —David S. Bell 
In postmodern culture, financial giving is usually not the first monetary decision people make; rather, it is one 

of the last decisions. We might rationalize these priorities by considering our primary financial decisions to be 

those of basic needs, similar to Maslow's famous hierarchy of needs. We make choices about housing, food, 

relationships, transportation, employment, and recreation, to name a few, before we make choices about 

monetary gifts. Our lifestyle and all of its financial requirements take precedence over our obligation to share 

financial resources. However, Maslow began with primitive needs. For many of us, these primitive needs for 

things such as food and shelter have been replaced with a super-sized extravagant version. Thus, we minimize 

any substantial possibility to give. Further, when we do share, we often do so with a sense of obligation, guilt, 

or shame. 

The decision of defining how much is enough for our lifestyle is a difficult one. Few of us living in developed 

countries live with anything primitive, yet millions of people each day live without even the most basic 

resources. As Christians, we are called constantly to balance between our desired wants and our perceived 

needs.  

In contrast to the postmodern model of giving God offers us a different perspective on giving. It is not one of 

last resort and compounded with guilt, but one filled with abundance, freedom, and joy. It is the ancient model 

of tithing. Tithing can help us take a step toward achieving a God-honoring balance with our financial 

resources. One of the best tithing stories is that of Jacob (Genesis 28:10-22).  

The ways in which we choose to earn, give, save, and spend money are really spiritual decisions. When our first 

decision is one of giving, we place a greater level of trust in God. We begin by saying, "Thank you God! All 

that we have received is a blessing from you." We acknowledge that we worship God and not money! Giving 

frees us from the bondage that money can have over our lives. Tithing encourages us to focus on God as the 

source of our strength, rather than our own achievements or financial assets. Tithing leads to spiritual growth.  

Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, taught that one who earned and saved money, but failed to 

give money was not living as a Christian. Tithing introduces spiritual discipline to our financial choices. The 

bipolar contrast between the pull and push of the hyper-consumer culture versus the biblical principle of tithing 

is so clear. Tithing dissuades us from absorption into the competitive posture of hyper-consumer-driven 

communities. Tithing challenges the common assumptions of economics and debt. It offers possibilities of 

economic justice, moderate consumption, and self-control.  

Finally, tithing provides the financial assets for congregations to launch and expand a wide continuum of 

ministries. Together, we are able to accomplish far more than most of us can achieve individually. We might 

consider giving money through the church, rather than to the church. When people give to the church they are 

giving to sustain the institution. However, when people give through the church they are empowering ministry. 

The spiritual discipline of tithing is one of giving through the church. Tithing congregations are beacons of 

spiritual vitality and health. They are communities grounded in spiritual relationships, beginning with a 

relationship to God as the primary source of strength, hope, and life.  

Copyright 2008 David S. Bell. Any local church, regardless of denominational affiliation, or any United 

Methodist organization may reprint any or all of these prayers provided that the author is cited. 
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ARTISAN FAIR 

   —Barbara Whipple 

The Holiday Artisan Fair on Saturday, November 3 will be here before we know it! Vendor booths are already 

all reserved. Plan to visit Asbury that day to find handmade treasures for yourself or for gift giving, delicious 

bake sale offerings, fair trade coffee, tea and chocolate delights, and to have the first opportunity to order a 

charming tin of the United Methodist Women’s famous holiday cookies.  

Crafters, your handmade items are needed for our Asbury craft booth; it’s time to get crafting. 

 

 

  



INTERFAITH UMW SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

   —Barbara Whipple 

The United Methodist Women’s meeting on September 15 will feature a program by Mrs. Ola Nossier. She is an 

Egyptian-born United States citizen who will speak about her experience of living her Islamic faith as a daughter, 

wife and mother in America. A light breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m. prior to the program.  

Come and bring a friend or relative for this unique opportunity to further Muslim/Christian understanding. Ola is 

an active participant in the Upper Westchester Muslim Society. 

 

 

TIME FOR GROWN-UP SCHOOL! 

   —Barbara Whipple 

The Adult Church School Class will resume meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 9. The class meets for 

forty-five minutes for fellowship, a light breakfast, prayer and discussion of the morning’s Common Lectionary 

readings, including verses from the Old Testament, Psalms, a Gospel and a New Testament letter.  

Join us in the newly refurbished music room accessed via the external stairs from the rear parking lot or through 

the sanctuary doors on either side of the altar.   

 

 

  



 

A BIRTHDAY MILESTONE 

   —Barbara Whipple 

During the Historic Sunday service on August 12 the congregation was delighted and 

honored to sing “Happy Birthday” to Mabel Collymore, who, on that day, reached the 

esteemed age of 95 years. 

 

 

 

THE HISTORY CORNER 

This past spring the renovation of the music room 

was completed under the direction of Steve Goe’s 

firm Superior Design Associates. Part of the ceiling 

had fallen damaging light fixtures and tearing down 

a section of the dropped ceiling. After inspections by 

our insurance company and Superior Design it was 

determined that the entire ceiling needed to be 

replaced. It was then decided to return the room to its 

original configuration and eliminate the dropped 

ceiling which would expose the full height of the 

windows. The result is our new-old music room with 

walls painted “Whipple Blue” with white trim.  

Recessed lights donated by Superior Design have 

replaced the fluorescent light fixtures. The music 

room was built at the time that Asbury was built and 

was called the lecture room. It was where Bible study 

and Sunday school were held as well as serving as an 

all-purpose room for get-togethers like ladies sewing 

circles. Before the bank was purchased for the 

education building and the breezeway connector was 

built there was a sidewalk from Old Post Road 

leading to the entrance door to the music room. The 

curb for that sidewalk is the side of the south side of 

the patio at the front of the breezeway. Thank you to 

Steve and the Superior Design crew for our 

beautifully renovated music room. 

 

 

 

 

   



  
SUNDAY 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

 

10:00 AA  

2 

10:00 Worship at  

          Bethel Chapel 
 

3  LABOR DAY 

  

  

4 
 

Joint SPRC & Worship 

Committee Meeting 

                          7:00pm 
  

5 
 
 

  

 
  

  

6 
 

 

7 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  

8   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

                 Book Group 

 

10:00 AA  
 

9 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

11am – Coffee Hour 

 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

10 
 

SPRC Meeting  

                    7:00pm  
 

11 
 

9/11 Memorial Service 

at Croton Landing   

                         4:00pm 

12 

  

TRUSTEES Meeting 

                       7:30pm 

 

 
 

 

13 
 

 

  

  

14 
 

   

 

 

 

 

15 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00 UMW   

10:00 AA  

 

Girl Scouts 2:30-6:00pm 

16 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &              

Children’s Sunday School 

17 
Salvation Army Lunch 

 

Finance & Stewardship 

Committees Dinner 

Meeting  6:00 - 8:00pm  

 

18 
 

AD COUNCIL  7:30pm 
 

 

 

19 
 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

22     
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 
  
 

 

23    

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   

11:15 Prayer Circle   

11am – Coffee Hour 

24 
  

  

 

 

25    

 

26 27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

29     
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 

  

30 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   
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