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In her book, Grateful, Diana Butler Bass writes: 

Gratitude is more than emotion. It is also a disposition that can be chosen and cultivated, an 

outlook toward life that manifests itself in actions. Gratitude involves not just what we feel but  

what we do. ‘Thanks’ is both a noun and a verb. 
 
Bass offers this prayer, “Let me never be content with merely feeling grateful. Instead, fill me with courage to act on thanks.” 
 
As a way to teach children in my life how to say grace, I often ask them to name what they are thankful for from the day. 

This gives them a chance to reflect and offer gratitude for their gifts. 
 
Perhaps the next step is to ask, “So, what will you do to show you are thankful?” 
 
In this season of Thanksgiving, I am reminded of the power of fostering a spirit of gratitude. I have sensed many people 

recently flirting with despair. There are so many challenges in our life and the world. There is a lot of anger. There is a lot 

of fear. And to be fair, it is not necessarily unwarranted. 
 
But in that despair, we forget how to experience grace. The two cannot co-exist. This is more than just positive thinking. 

Grace is a manifestation of deep goodness that exists in each one of us who is created in the image of Divine Love. And in 

recognizing grace we can embody grace. And gratitude is a direct outgrowth of that embodiment. 
 
So what does that gratitude look like in action? When we identify the goodness in our neighbor and remember the abiding 

love of God who sent Jesus to be among us, what is our response? When we recognize how much we actually have . . . the 

blessings and gifts and our lives, what does it look like to give back? 
 
This Thanksgiving, I give thanks to God for you. I recommit myself to serving as your pastor, building up the kin-dom, the 

family of God in our community. I recognize and give thanks for the ways that each of you are living out your promise to 

support the ministries of Asbury United Methodist Church with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and your witness. 

This community continues to model the embodiment of Divine Love and Grace. 
 
I pray that Thanksgiving this year is not just one day for you to share with loved ones. May you develop a spiritual practice 

of gratitude that is lived out in your day-to-day life that will bless you and those you connect with in the name of Jesus. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Melissa  

  

mailto:Tel:%20(914)
http://www.asburycroton.umcchurches.org/
mailto:asburycrotonumc@gmail.com


  

          

HOLIDAYS ARTISAN FAIR 
 

Saturday, November 3 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

We will be hosting the 5th annual Artisan Fair - 20 exciting vendor booths, our famous Asbury 

bake sale, and Asbury craft table. The United Methodist Men (UMM) will be participating with 

their famous CHILI to be served in the music room. Although the fair is coordinated by the United 

Methodist Women (UMW), the whole congregation is encouraged to participate. Besides being 

a time of fellowship with the Croton community, it is a fundraiser for the church – all proceeds 

will go to the church operating budget. 

         Stop by and shop.  Tell all your friends, neighbors, relatives, and co-workers, … 

 

Order yours! Orders for the UMW holiday cookie tins will be taken 

starting November 3 at the Artisan Fair.  Each decorative tin, which sells for 

$15.00, contains two dozen cookies, such as cinnamon stars, spicy gingerbread 

men, pecan delights, jam thumbprints, chocolate pixies, and snickerdoodles.  

They will be available for pickup on Saturday, December 15 from 11:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m., and following worship service on December 16. Please contact Barb 

Whipple at 271-5095 to order yours.  

 

The cookie tin sale is UMW’s annual fundraiser for scholarships, mission trips,    

and playground equipment for Play & Learn. This year we aim to create 75 tins. 

  Last year sold out quickly so order yours early, and we need more bakers! Please                       

 contact Barb Whipple to volunteer. 

                                           

   

 

 

                              

 



 

 

 

 Friday, November 23, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Wesley House 
 Saturday, November 24, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Wesley House 

 Sunday, November 25, after worship service in the social hall 

 

New and gently used holiday decorations, wrappings, handmade gifts and fair trade 

cocoa, chocolate bars, tea and coffee will be offered for sale at a Holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

Hanukkah and New Year’s) Pop-Up Shop. It will take place the weekend after Thanksgiving and is 

located at Asbury Church’s Wesley House, next door to the church at 19 Old Post Rd South, Croton-on-Hudson, NY. 

         Donations Welcome! 

 

 
 

Harry Chapin Memorial Run Against Hunger 

Sunday, November 18 

Giving Day 

After another successful race on October 21, we want to thank all of the Asbury family for their support as volunteers, 

runners, walkers and contributors. We now look forward to Sunday, November 18 when the product of all of our labors will 

be distributed to local, national and international organizations that fight hunger. Giving Day has become a wonderful 

tradition at Asbury, where the representatives of eight organizations that are on the front lines of tackling hunger visit us to 

receive their checks in person. The eight organizations are: 

   Croton-Cortlandt Food Pantry 

   Croton Caring Committee  

   Caring for the Hungry and Homeless of Peekskill (CHHOP) 

    Hillside Food Outreach 

   Feeding Westchester 

   WhyHunger 

   Carolyn Belshe Orphanage – Cambine, Mozambique 

   Institut Montfort School for Deaf and Deaf-Blind children – Santo, Haiti 

Come and learn about and be inspired by the stories of organizations that you may know. Tell us about their programs, 

successes and challenges. Please join us immediately after church on November 18 at 11:15 a.m. downstairs in the social 

hall with coffee hour service available. As part of this ceremony the Run Against Hunger will be honoring a very dear 

member of Asbury, Lena Cheng, who served as the treasurer of the Run Against Hunger for many years.  

 

Thank you,  

Jud Ramaker  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Dates to donate altar flowers are: November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9. Sign up next to Pastor’s office or call Gloria 

Laemmel, 271-8712. The cost is $42.00 for two vases with a check payable to Asbury UMC, or a rose in bud vase for $9.00. 

Following services you may take your flowers home or donate to a member of the congregation who is hospitalized or 

otherwise not able to come to church. Find order form for Christmas altar poinsettias in the December Circuit Rider. 



                

THE  PEEKSKILL  AREA PASTORS 

ASSOCIATION 

 

Invites you to our annual 

 

 

   PRE-THANKSGIVING INTERFAITH SERVICE 

“Giving the Gift of Thankfulness” 

 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

5:00 pm 

 

Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 

31 Glengary Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

 

Keynote Speaker: The Reverend Melissa Hinnen 

of the Asbury United Methodist Church of Croton 

 

Local clergy and congregations of all faiths will participate 

Featuring the Temple Israel Music Ministry  

joined by interfaith singers from our area faith communities 

All are welcome!        Ample parking is available. 
 

Pot Luck Dinner & Fellowship following the service. Vegetarian and dairy only. 

Please feel free to bring a favorite or traditional family recipe. 
 

 



THE HISTORY CORNER 

Recently while working in the perennial garden at the Asbury parsonage I was reminded that the garden is where it is 

because the covered porch that went from the front door around the side of the house and ending at the outside basement 

door was taken down in the late 1980’s because it was dangerously rotted out. The porch at the front door is all that is left.  

Rev. Linda Kimmelman started the perennial garden and pastors, pastor’s spouses and members of the congregation have 

added to it throughout the years. While working I came across a Niko Blue hydrangea that was part of an Easter altar garden 

display and a common sage plant that was planted there after serving as a centerpiece at a Palm Sunday brunch several years 

ago. “The sage has been uncovered just in time for Thanksgiving ,” I thought. 

The scent of sage, often mixed with thyme, is the smell coming from the kitchen where the turkey is roasting on 

Thanksgiving Day.  Its scent is a comforting smell of cozy fall and winter days with food roasting, not of food being grilled 

on a summer day. Sage is a strongly flavored, pungent herb that complements strongly flavored foods and aids the digestion 

of fats. It is a hardy perennial herb that withstands northern winters. Around the world throughout history it has been praised 

for its powers of longevity. It was so valued by the Chinese in the seventeenth century that Dutch merchants found that the 

Chinese would trade three chests of China tea for one of sage leaves. It is in the salvia genus from the Latin salvere meaning 

to be in good health, to cure, to save. To the Romans it was a sacred herb and was ceremonially gathered with instructions 

not to use iron tools. This was a good idea as iron salts are incompatible with sage. 

  

 

 

ASBURY CHURCH HISTORY 

Maria Cudequest publishes a blog of a variety of Croton happenings 

and history.  I thought you might be interested in this post, dated 

1965.  If you do not already get her blog, send her an 

email mcudeque@optonline.net to get on the list.   

Here is some more info about the people mentioned in the pictures 

and articles (Doris, Jodi, and others have many more details). Greg 

Dow is Sally and Bryden Dow's son. Mrs. Kerr is Grace, Mrs. Purdy 

is Jean, Mrs. Rogers is Betsy and Mrs. Haase is June.  

Out of a need in the community, recognized by a group of dedicated 

women, arose a lasting organization. What are the needs of the 

Croton community today and what can Asbury do?                               
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Dear Members and Friends of Asbury Church, 

By now you have received two letters - one from Don Daubney, Administrative Board president, and one from Pastor 

Melissa Hinnen. They are asking for your financial support in 2019 - remembering that the success of our church 

programming next year depends on your initiative and dedication.  

November 4 is Consecration Sunday.  During worship we will hear a message from Rev. Bob Walker followed by a luncheon 

to celebrate our dedication to Asbury. Please plan to attend! At the end of the worship service you will be asked to pledge 

your support for 2019 by submitting an Estimate of Giving card as shown here. In order to plan for 2019 we need Estimates 

of Giving from ALL members and friends. So please plan to participate.   

 

Please consider your giving and try to GROW 1% in your giving. Please review the chart below.  Take a few moments 

thinking about your family/household and considering how you might STEP UP your family/household’s support of Asbury. 

With added income Asbury can provide more programs for you and for the Croton community.   

 

Sincerely, Cynthia Plater, Stewardship Coordinator 

 

  

TITHE 

10% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4% 3% 2% 1%

200.00$                        20.00$        18.00$    16.00$    14.00$    12.00$    10.00$    8.00$      6.00$      4.00$      2.00$      

600.00$                        60.00$        54.00$    48.00$    42.00$    36.00$    30.00$    24.00$    18.00$    12.00$    6.00$      

1,000.00$                    100.00$     90.00$    80.00$    70.00$    60.00$    50.00$    40.00$    30.00$    20.00$    10.00$    

1,400.00$                    140.00$     126.00$  112.00$  98.00$    84.00$    70.00$    56.00$    42.00$    28.00$    14.00$    

1,800.00$                    180.00$     162.00$  144.00$  126.00$  108.00$  90.00$    72.00$    54.00$    36.00$    18.00$    

2,000.00$                    200.00$     180.00$  160.00$  140.00$  120.00$  100.00$  80.00$    60.00$    40.00$    20.00$    

2,400.00$                    240.00$     216.00$  192.00$  168.00$  144.00$  120.00$  96.00$    72.00$    48.00$    24.00$    

2,700.00$                    270.00$     243.00$  216.00$  189.00$  162.00$  135.00$  108.00$  81.00$    54.00$    27.00$    

3,000.00$                    300.00$     270.00$  240.00$  210.00$  180.00$  150.00$  120.00$  90.00$    60.00$    30.00$    

3,500.00$                    350.00$     315.00$  280.00$  245.00$  210.00$  175.00$  140.00$  105.00$  70.00$    35.00$    

4,000.00$                    400.00$     360.00$  320.00$  280.00$  240.00$  200.00$  160.00$  120.00$  80.00$    40.00$    

Example:  If your household weekly income is $2000  and you are giving  $80 per week, consider moving  one block to the left 

to GROW ONE %  and increase your Giving to $100 per week. 

UPPER RANGE GIVINGFamily/Household 

Weekly Income

MIDDLE RANGE GIVING LOWER RANGE GIVING

1.  Find where YOUR household is on the chart [your weekly income giving]. 

  2.  Move one block to the left to determine what GROW ONE % would be for you.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RING AND SING CONCERT AND TEA 

The Asbury Bells annual Ring and Sing concert will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 2 at 3:00 p.m.  

Following the concert a traditional English tea will be served in the social hall. Contributions of sandwiches and 

cookies are needed to help make the tea the special occasion it has been in the past. If you can contribute please 

contact Gloria Laemmel at 914-271-8712, or sign up on the sign up sheet on the music stand at the back of the 

sanctuary. 



SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 
7:00pm  Croton Chorale 

                in music room  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor at Bishop’s 

Retreat  
  

2 
CRAFT FAIR  

SETUP 

  

 
  

  

3    
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

10:00 AA 

 HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 

& Chili Lunch 

8:00pm Croton Chorale Concert 

4         STEWARDSHIP  
                SUNDAY 
9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   

5:00-6:30pm  Girl Scouts in 

                         Social Hall 

5   
  

  

 

 

 
 

6 
 

       Election Day 
  

7 
 

Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon  
  
 

 

 

 Girl Scouts 1197   6pm 

8 
 

 

9 
 

 
  

 

 

Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 

10   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

 Book Group in music room 

Book is “Manhattan Beach” 
( 

10:00 AA  

11 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

11am – Coffee Hour 

11am – Prayer Circle 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 
 
 
Childcare but NO Children’s 

Sunday School 

12 
 
 

13 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

14 

  

 
Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon 

 

 

TRUSTEES     7:30pm 

 

 

Girl Scouts 1235  7-9pm 

15 
 

 

  

  

16 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 

17 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00 UMW in music room   

10:00 AA 

9:00-3:00pm Laity Convocation 

at Tarrytown 

10:00-3:00pm CHARGE 

CONFERENCE @ UMC of 

New Rochelle 

18 

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   

11am Run Against Hunger 

Giving day 

3:30-7pm Confirmation Class 

5pm  Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service@ Temple Israel 

 

19 
 

Salvation Army Lunch  

 

7pm  Accompaniment 

Training (6:30 Dinner)  

 

  

 

20 
 
  
 

 

21 
 

 

22 

  Thanksgiving Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

     Office Closed 
 

 

 

 
 

 

24     
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 
  
 

 

25   

9:00 Adult  Sunday School 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship              

11am – Coffee Hour 
Childcare but NO Children’s 

Sunday School 

26 
  

  

 

 

 

 

27   

 

 

 

 

 

 

28    

 
Asbury Playgroup    

                11am-12noon 

 

 

Boy Scouts Den 2 

                 4:00-5:00pm 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Girl Scouts 1235 

4:30-5:30pm 
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