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Dear Friends, 

I was drawn to the United Methodist Church at five years old because as I listened to the hymns and looked up at the 

beautiful stained glass images, I felt the assurance of God’s love for me. My spiritual growth was strongly influenced by 

the concept of Wesleyan personal and social holiness. Even though I fell away from the church in my teens and 20s, I was 

drawn back to the United Methodist Church 15 years ago. 

When I responded to God’s call to ministry in The United Methodist Church in 2010, my heart was conflicted because I 

know that there are others who are just as called and equipped as I am but who are not approved for ordination because of 

their sexuality. I knew to accept the privilege of serving God’s people in this denomination while others are excluded, I 

must be committed to changing this unjust system.  

I am mindful of those who stood against slavery and segregation even as the Methodist Church could not agree and split 

into various denominations. Just as those who came before me stood strong to change the unjust system of excluding women 

from full participation in ministry, I must stand for my gay and lesbian siblings when the Church discriminates against them.  

Once again the Church is in a time of transition as we determine if we can stay together through our disagreement about 

whether or not to discriminate against gay and lesbian people. Delegates will gather from February 23-26 in St. Louis to try 

and find a way forward for The United Methodist Church. I hope that you will take time to explore Bishop Bickerton’s 

presentation about the possible outcomes: www.nyac.com/bishopbickertonsdistrictdaysfall2018.  

Please be in prayer with the delegates, particularly those from the New York Annual Conference, as they prepare their hearts 

and minds for the special General Conference. Bishop Bickerton has asked for us to pray each day between now and  

February 26 from 2:23-2:26 p.m.  

I offer this prayer based on Ephesians 4:1-16: 

Divine Parent, Thank you for Christ’s gracious gift of love. 

Every one of your children is of sacred worth,  

joined and knit together to build up love as part of the Body of Christ. 

Be with your Church and your people called United Methodists.  

Moving towards General Conference, strengthen our spirit of unity. 

Ground us in humility, gentleness, and patience.   

I lift up to you the names of the NY Annual Conference delegates and alternates to General Conference: 

Frederick Brewington, Gail Douglas-Boykin, Jorge Lockward, Dorothee Benz, Timothy J. Riss, Noel N. 

Chin, Kristina D. Hansen, Alexandre da Silva Souto, Tiffany French Goffe, Ann Craig, Roena A. Littlejohn, 

and Karen Prudente, Vicki I. Flippin, Sheila M. Beckford, Martha E. Vink, Sungchan Kim  

Cover them in your protection. May they each experience the courage to speak the truth in love, “until all of us come to the 

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God.” Amen 

This time of change can be frightening. Nobody knows what will happen at General Conference. But I am convinced of the 

words in Paul’s letter to the Romans, that “nothing can separate us from the love of God.” Whatever happens, on February 

27 we will still be part of the Body of Christ, being shaped by grace until we are fully restored in God’s image. 

Peace, Pastor Melissa 
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“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 

 

ACOHUMMFA 

FEBRUARY 2019 meeting dates:  

Saturdays 

8:00 a.m. BREAKFAST at Frankie’s (OPTIONAL) 

8:30 a.m. MEETING BEGINS 

19 Old Post Road So., Croton on Hudson 

10:00 a.m. MEETING OVER 

Topics/activities: BIBLE readings review/Missions support 

2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23 

Weekly Readings (IT’S JUST 15 min/day, WHOLE BIBLE IN A YEAR, YOU CAN DO IT!) for 

personal devotions: 

 1)  EXODUS 35-LEVITICUS 10 

2)  LEVITICUS 11-27 

    3)  LEVITICUS 28-NUMBERS 13 

4)  NUMBERS 14-29 
 

Please note that this is not designed to be a Bible study but rather a reading program for discipline. Spend 

approximately 15 minutes per day reading the Bible. UNITED METHODIST MEN suggest using the Modern 

English Translation. It’s new (completed in 2014) and good reading. 

Intercessory Prayers: 

1.  Asbury Prayer Chain 

  2.  Asbury COH Church Families: C-D 

 

      

More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 

NOTE: ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. CALL / CONTACT ABOVE TO CONFIRM   
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Love Luncheon - Feb 3 

 

Mark your calendar.The ‘Love Luncheon’ is happening 

again this year directly after worship service on 

February 3. It’s a way for us all to get together and beat 

the cold and doldrums of February. There will also be a 

chance to make valentines and possibly a piñata to celebrate the upcoming Chinese New Year.  
 

As in past years this pot luck lunch is coordinated by the Asbury United Methodist Women (set-

up and decorations, but not food).Think red (tomato is the love apple) main dishes or sides, 

chocolate or valentine themed desserts, tossed green salads and fruit bowls. Planning is easier 

either by signing up on the sign-up sheet in back of the sanctuary or by sending an email to 

asburycroton2@gmail.com to say what you will bring and how many will be attending. Please attend 

even if you are not able to bring food – there is always plenty of food.   
 

 

                            

 
 

THE HISTORY CORNER 

Making Valentine cards will be part of our February 3 Love Luncheon. On many of those cards senders will include an X 

to symbolize a kiss.  This custom goes back to the early Christian era, when a cross mark, or X, conveyed the force of a 

sworn oath.    

In the days when few people could write, their signature cross, or X was a legally valid mark. To emphasize their complete 

sincerity they often kissed the mark. It was this practice of kissing the X that led to its becoming a symbol of a kiss. During 

World War II the British and American governments forbade men in the armed forces from putting X’s on their letters, 

afraid that spies within the services might begin sending clandestine messages coded as kisses.* 

*Sourced from Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things by Charles Panati 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

ASBURY CROTON-ON-HUDSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

TREASURER’S COLUMN - FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Our congregation and supporters have been very generous in 2018. Asbury’s work in making disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world is demonstrated daily in the mission and ministry locally and across the 

world. In 2018 all financial commitments were met by our generous tithers and supporters who provided income 

resources of $210,000+/-. This is a 5% increase from 2017. About half of the income supports staff, about 25% 

for building upkeep and utilities, and the rest is all other. 

 

In late December, I was excited to receive confirmation from the New York Annual Conference recognizing  

Asbury’s monetary contribution to the mission work of the 400+ connected churches of our conference.  

Generous giving is a blessing that gives back through our support of Methodist ministries through the  

connection with the New York Annual Conference. In 2018 we met 100% of our apportionment amount of 

$22,844 (seven apportionment programs) plus $1,837 additional for five benevolence missions. 

 

In 2019 we look forward to fulfilling Asbury Croton-on-Hudson’s ministries of Christian nurture, witness and 

outreach, bearing fruits of the generosity of our congregation and supporters. 

 

Thank you for your tithes and abundant offerings.  

 

Faithfully yours, 

Stu Colby, Treasurer AUMC 

 
 

 

FLOWERS FOR OUR ALTAR 

Thank you to those who donated poinsettias for our Christmas altar. Your generosity resulted in an altar 

beautifully adorned with red and white flowers. Thank you, also, to the families who donated the wreaths that 

decorated the sanctuary windows during all of the Advent season. 

The following dates to donate altar flowers are open until Lent begins: February 3, 10, 17, 24 and March 3.  If 

you would like to donate flowers for any of these Sundays please sign up on the flower chart next to Rev. Hinnen’s 

office or call Gloria Laemmel at 271-8712. The cost is $42.00 for two vases with a check made payable to Asbury 

UMC. If a date is taken you may order a rose in a bud vase for $9.00. Following services you may take your 

flowers home or ask that they be given to a member of the congregation who is hospitalized or otherwise not able 

to come to church. 

During Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, we do not have flowers on the altar, but you may order 

a bud vase. Easter will be on April 21. Look for the order form for the Easter altar plants in the April Circuit Rider 

and in your Sunday bulletin beginning in late March.  



 

THANK YOU! 

                                               —Peggy DeGasperis 

 

Thank you to the generous donors of the Croton Community area, 192 pints of blood were collected at our 

Blood Drive on Dec. 3! We are so grateful to all who came! 
 

We received an urgent plea today from the NY Blood Center: "Following the December holidays, our blood 

supply can be extremely low with types O- and B- and platelets at critical levels. Until today, we were very 

fortunate in early January with unseasonably mild weather and few, if any, winter storms. But cold and flu 

season is upon us!  Likely, you have colleagues, family and friends suffering and as luck would have it, Mother 

Nature is throwing a one-two punch this weekend with a pair of winter storms that may blanket the area in all 

kinds of precipitation. Storms that fall Saturday night into Sunday can be especially challenging.  We are likely 

to lose as many as 1,000 blood donations and half of our platelet donations. Weekend platelet donations are 

especially important for early week transfusions to cancer and leukemia patients." 

  

We hope that you are tucked in safe and warm during the storms, but also ask that you help. Consider donating 

blood when the weather clears. There will be a blood drive at the Croton Free Library on Tuesday, Feb, 5 

from 2:30-7:00 p.m. (If you donated on Dec. 3, you are eligible to donate again.) Or check NYBC appointment 

page to find a donation date and location that is convenient for you. Spread the urgent need for blood and 

platelet donations to friends and family.   

  

On behalf of the patients who rely on your life-saving gifts thank you from all of us at the Croton Blood Drive 

and the New York Blood Center! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to all who worked on the Artisan Fair and the Holidays 

‘Pop –up’. The net proceeds, nearly $2,500, is being given to 

the church operating account to keep the lights on and pay the 

staff. 

 

Thanks to all who baked, bought, and/or assembled the 75 

cookie tins. This fundraiser netted nearly $1,000. It will be used 

for UMW related projects such as camp and VBS scholarships, 

and our pledge to UMW National that supports mission projects 

worldwide primarily focusing on women, youth, and children. 
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                            BOOK CLUB 

 
The Sally Read Book Group meets on     the 

second Saturday of each month. This month we 

will meet on Saturday, Feb. 9 at 9:00 a.m. in the 

music room. The book is The Warmth of Other 

Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great 

Migration by Isabel Wilkerson. 

 

“In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great untold stories 

of American history: the decades-long migration of black citizens who fled the South for 

northern and western cities in search of a better life.” 

    
   Join us.  For additional info, please contact Gloria Laemmel.   

 

 

 

 

Asbury United Methodist Women Update 

At our next meeting in honor of black history month we will have a short 

program on Harriet Tubman, an American abolitionist and political 

activist during the mid-1800’s.   

We have also invited Carla Dago, board member of AWEF, to talk about 

AWEF. The African Women’s Education 

Fund was started in Croton and now supports 71 young women (as highlighted 

on the map of Africa) who are now able to continue their education in 

secondary school.   

Join us as we meet on Saturday, February 16 at 9:00 a.m.  We start with a 

light breakfast followed by a meeting and fellowship! 

 

 
 

 

                              

 

 

                             
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TAG SALE ALERT 

The Asbury Annual Tag Sale will be on April 5 and 6.  Please save the dates and your treasures and ask your 

friends to do the same.  More to come in the March Circuit Rider. 

 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY 
 

SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 
 

 
  

 

Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 

2    
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

 

 10:00 AA  

3               
  

9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School  
  

11:00am  Love Lunch  

4 

  

  

 

 

 
 

5 
 

    

SPRC Meeting 

                         7:00pm 
    

6 
Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon  
  

  Boy Scouts Den 2   

                     4-5:30pm 

 

  Girl Scouts 1197  6pm 

7 
 

 

8 
 

 
  

 

  

9   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

 Book Group in music room 

10:00 AA  

10   SCOUT SUNDAY            
9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School  

11am  Visioning Day  

             with Refreshments 

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

 Hosting PAPA Meeting 

                 12:30-2:30pm 

 

 

 

 

13 

  

Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon 

 

Boy Scouts Den 2   

                     4-5:30pm 

 

Trustee Meeting 

                    7:30pm 

14 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY 
  

       

15 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

16 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00 UMW in Social Hall   

10:00 AA 

 

17            
 9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

 
 

18   
PRESIDENTS DAY 
 

 

 

  

 

19 
 

Memoir Writing Class 

                           1-2pm  
 

 

20 
 

 

 

Boy Scouts Den 2 

                 4-5:30pm 

21 
   
 

 

 

22 
 

 

 
  

23    
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 

24             
9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

11am  Prayer Circle 

11am  Coffee Hour  

 

4-6pm  Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
 

25 
      

26   

     
Memoir Writing Class 

                           1-2pm  
 

27    

 
Asbury Playgroup    

                11am-12noon 

 

28 
 

 

 

  

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor on Retreat =============== 

=================>> 

Pastor on Retreat ================ 

=================>> 

Hosting Interfaith Emergency Winter Shelter 2/24 through 3/10 from 9pm – 7am =================================================== 


