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Dear friends, 
 
As you may know, we are entering the final stretch of my appointment with you. I cannot express 
enough how blessed I have been to experience the love, faithfulness, and Christian discipleship of 
this body of Christ called Asbury. You truly are rooted in your heritage while branching out and 
blossoming in the world. The Croton community is blessed to have you as part of this village and 
you are a source of strength in the United Methodist Church.  
 
I am thankful to have served the Croton-on-Hudson community for nearly 5 years through 
Asbury United Methodist Church. The appointment surprised me a year before I had expected to 
serve a church. Together we found a path to healing after a difficult pastoral transition and have 
continued to deepen this incredible joyful hope-filled justice seeking community of faith.  
 
You have graciously allowed me to grow and make mistakes and explore the fullness of ministry 
that extends the walls of the church into the community. We have welcomed the stranger, fed the 
hungry, and offered shelter to those without homes. We have grieved together and celebrated 
together through losses, moves, confirmations, baptisms, ordination, and sacred ordinary days.  
As much as I will miss you, I am excited that Bishop Bickerton has announced his intention to 
appoint me to serve in Brooklyn through the Park Slope United Methodist Church beginning on 
July 1. Chris and I look forward to new adventures and relationships even as we begin the sad 
farewell to our Croton community and Asbury family. 
 
In the meantime, I am committed to serving with you, prioritizing my role in these final months, 
handing over some areas of responsibility, and working with Pastor Doug for a smooth transition. 
You are part of my heart and I will do everything I can to finish well. Asbury is in a very positive 
space and with a Methodist presence in Croton for more than 220 years, I know that the Spirit 
continues to move through you to share the love of Christ in Croton-on-Hudson and the world. 
 
Peace and love, 
 
Pastor Melissa 
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OUR PASTORAL TRANSITION 
  

God has blessed Asbury!  We have enjoyed 5 wonderful years of ministry led by Pastor Melissa.  Through 
her leadership we have grown and prospered.  We recently learned that Pastor Melissa will begin a new 
appointment, serving Park Slope United Methodist Church beginning July 1.  We will miss both Pastor 
Melissa and Chris,  and plan to celebrate the remarkable 5 years they have had at Asbury in early June. 
  
God has also blessed us with an energetic new pastor.  The SPRC had the pleasure of meeting Rev. Doug 
Cunningham and his wife Rebecca Asedillo last weekend. Rev. Doug is the founding pastor of New Day 
Church in the Bronx, and was Pastor Melissa’s mentor during her internship. He is originally from Ohio 
where he received his BS.  After receiving his Masters from Pacific School of Religion at Berkeley, CA, he 
served as a missionary intern, missionary, and / Co-Director of the Church of Coalition for Human Rights 
in the Philippines where he met Becky who was also serving there.  They have two adult daughters—one 
who is married and one who is getting married soon.  Rev. Doug has a rich background as an Elder in the 
New York Annual Conference, having served four churches – two in Baltimore and two in Brooklyn-- in 
addition to New Day Church.  Rev. Doug will begin his ministry with us on July 7. 
  
Sheila Furjanic 
Chair, SPRC 
 
 

UPDATE ON CHRISTMAS SANTA CLAUS PROJECTS 
  

Thank you to all those who participated in our four community service projects during the advent season. 
The first Sunday of Advent we collected adult, children and youth hats, gloves, mittens and scarves on 
two “mitten trees” at the back of the sanctuary. These were distributed to the Croton-Cortlandt Food 
Pantry over 3 Saturdays. 
 

The second Sunday Asbury collected toys and gift cards for children and youth living at Rising Ground 
Services. The supervisor of the Christmas drive there was very impressed and grateful for your 
generosity. He also commented on the diversity of the gifts for all ages of children and youth. 
 

Another project involved many in the congregation who provided Christmas clothes, coats, boots and 
toys for a disadvantaged family in Ossining. This program was sponsored by St. Ann’s Catholic Church 
who were having difficulty finding someone to take care of this large family. 
 

Advent and Christmas are such an important time of the year to reach out to those in need. Please accept 
this belated thank=you for all your efforts. When we dropped off the gifts at St. Ann’s Church we were 
thanked by another family who was coming to pick up their family’s presents. This project was 
completely anonymous. The gratitude expressed was genuine and touched our hearts. 
 
 

NANCY HOVASAPIAN FERNS 
  

I have just learned that long-time church member and former teacher at Asbury Play and Learn, Nancy 
Hovasapian Ferns passed away in Nova Scotia where she has resided for several years. 
 

Nany leaves behind her sons Andrew and Douglas Hovasapian and stepdaughter Valerie Hovasapian, all 
of whom were raised and confirmed in our church. Nancy’s ashes will be interred at Bethel Cemetery 
with her mother who is buried there. 
 
Submitted by Doris Daubney 
 



 



 

THE HISTORY CORNER 
What is the large painting in the Music Room about and how did it get to Asbury?  In the Music Room 

there is a framed newspaper article about the painting and this is what it says: 

From The Protestant Voice, Friday, April 9, 1943 

Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. (Special)  The message of this painting by Mrs. Albert Gerson of Mt. Airy was the 
theme of the second annual School for Living at the Asbury Methodist Church. 

Following the last lecture the audience saw this pictorial conception of the Prophet Isaiah, symbolizing 
the age of peace and brotherhood, presented by Rev. Charles J. F. Keil on behalf of Mrs. Gerson, the donor.  
Lester Maylath, the lay leader, received it for the church. 

In preparation for her painting, Mrs. Gerson interviewed every clergyman in Croton concerning the alarm 
in her heart at the growing feeling of anit-Semitism in the community.  She sensed the psychological as 
well as religious implications of the local situation.   
 

HELP WANTED AT ANNUAL CLOTHING RECYLING 
 

Did you know that the average article of clothing is worn 4 times, or that the dye residue from clothing 
dyes is polluting rivers in the Far East?  You can help reduce the amount of clothing that ends up as trash 
by recycling clothing, and the clothing section of our annual tag sale can be part of that recycling effort. 

At the February 24th Tag Sale meeting after talking about the pros and cons of  keeping the clothing 
section it was decided to keep it.  It was suggested that we could again separate the children’s clothing 
and sell it at Wesley House, as had been done for several years in the past.  But, to continue the clothing 
sale we need people who will help set up the clothing sections and someone to guide the set ups in either 
the children’s section or the general clothing section.  Perhaps you might want to help set up glassware, 
for instance, but one day you would help with setting up clothing.  If no one is interested in working at a 
separate children’s section at Wesley House then we would return the children’s clothing to the general 
clothing section.   If you can help with this part of our Asbury Tag Sale, please contact Gloria Laemmel at 
914-271-8712. 

 

 



 



What can happen when we invest in building 

relationships and listening to those with 

different perspectives? What does it look like 

to experience their personhood as a cherished 

child of God instead of an enemy? 
 

When we do the long, hard, slow, and often 

uncomfortable work, we start to be agents of 

building Beloved Community, the kin-dom or 

family of God.  
 

Asbury will be hosting a new community 

ministry on March 22. It’s called the Beloved 

Community Dinner based on a model 

developed by The Rev. Doris Dalton at the 

MLK Institute in White Plains. These dinners 

reflect The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 

vision for Beloved Community, an inclusive 

and reconciled reality that recognizes and 

affirms each other’s humanity.   
 

We will gather with our neighbors as a 

community from different backgrounds, 

politics, and faith traditions. Over a shared 

meal we will explore how the Beloved 

Community can grow into a reality in Croton-

on-Hudson and beyond. 
 

All Asbury members are encouraged to actively participate as well as offer hospitality for our guests from 

the community. Bring food to share and invite a guest to come with you. The Beloved Community Dinner 

process brings people together to build relationships through rich yet challenging discussion, practicing 

civil discourse, and intentionally reclaiming a sense of humanity in how we operate in the world. Please 

be part of it! 

 



  

Tag Sale is coming! 

 
Friday, April 5 – 1 to 5 pm, Early Bird $5 

Saturday, April 6 – 9am to 4 pm 

 

Please Save these dates on your calendar  

 

Save all your unwanted treasures for this event 
 

We will accept donations beginning 

Sunday, March 17 

through Tuesday, April 2  
 

To Make the Sale a Success 

We need sorters, setter-uppers, price-setters, 

Department heads and floor walkers, Poster putter-uppers, 

And bakers 

On the sale days we need many hands to make the day a 

success for us and our customers 

 
SIGN UP ON THE SIGN UP SHEET AT THE BACK OF THE 

SANCTUARY 

Or call Gloria Laemmel at 271-8712 

 

Join us on Sunday, March 31  after church 

For the annual Tag Sale sorting day and lunch 

 

The Asbury Tag Sale is not only the biggest fund raising event for 

our church, it is also a time for fun and fellowship working together 

for ASBURY. 
 



 
“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 
ACOHUMMFA 

 

MARCH 2019 meeting dates:  
Saturday 

  3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 
8:00 Free BREAKFAST @ Frankie’s (OPTIONAL) 

 
8:30 AM MEETING BEGINS 10:00 MEETING OVER 

Wesley House 19 Old Post Road So 
 Croton on Hudson 

 
Topics:  The BIBLE’s guiding wisdom 

 

Weekly Readings (IT’S JUST 15 min/day, READ THE  BIBLE IN A YEAR, YOU CAN DO IT!) for personal devotions:     
1) NUMBERS 30-Duteronomy 7 

2) Deuteronomy 8-28 
3) Deuteronomy 29-Joshua13 
4) Joshua14-Judges7 
5) Judges 8-Ruth 1-4. 

 

Intercessory Prayers: 
 

1) Asbury Prayer Chain  
 
2) Asbury COH Church Families: E_F 

LENT 3/6-4/18 
Women’s History Month 

3/2: John Wesley died 1791 
3/1: World Day of Prayer 

3/31: UMCOR SUNDAY (FORMERLY ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING)  
3/10-3/16: Girl Scout Week 

4/14 PALM SUNDAY 
4/21  EASTER! CHRIST IS RISEN! 

 
More info:  Stu Colby call or text 914 330 4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com 

 
NOTE: ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE., CALL / CONTACT ABOVE TO CONFIRM   

 

 

  TAG SALE DONATION ITEMS 
Please note: When making donations for the TAG SALE the following 

items will NOT BE ACCEPTED:  
car seats, strollers, baby beds, toys that are not complete, appliances, 

tv's, computers, encyclopedias, large exercise equipment.  
Many thanks, Gloria. 
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Treasurer’s Column 
 

                                                              WHY WE GIVE                       -Bishop Mike Coyner 
 

Every day it seems our mailbox is filled with appeals from groups and ministries and missions requesting that we 

give to support their good work. All of that is good and helpful, but most of their requests do not speak to the 

reason why my wife, Marsha, and I give. So perhaps this list of “why we give” might be helpful to others who are 

contemplating their giving. 

We give out of gratitude to God. We are not really that motivated by giving to institutions (although we do) or by 

giving to special needs (although we do) or by giving to missional efforts (although we do). No, our primary 

motivation for giving is to express our gratitude to God. We believe that everything we have is a gift from God, so 

we give because we are grateful. 

We tithe as a witness to our faith. We tithe to the church where Marsha has her membership (we bishops do not 

have membership in a local church or even in an Annual Conference, we are members of the Council of Bishops), 

and then we give additional to each church where we visit or I preach, and finally we give to support various 

appeals and mission efforts. Our primary giving is our tithe, because we believe that tithing is obedience to God 

and a witness to our faith in God. 

We give because we believe that the secret to living is giving. Giving is what life is about – giving our love, our 

prayers, our support, our material gifts, our efforts, etc. Life is meant to be lived, shared and generously 

multiplied. God has designed life in such a way that when try to hold onto life, we lose it but when we give life 

away, we receive life in more abundance. 

We give because it is fun, and joyful, and fulfilling. There is nothing quite like giving to someone or to some cause 

and seeing the joy that our gifts can create. That is most obvious when we give to our children and grandchildren, 

but it is true in other situations, too. Giving is fun. I know that might sound a little selfish, but it is true. We give 

because we enjoy it.  

We give when we see needs and want to help. This is where all of those appeals are effective – we look over the 

requests and appeals that we receive, and when we see a need we can help, then we give to it.   

Now, I have to confess that for many years as a pastor I worked hard to get people to give for the wrong reasons. I 

appealed for support of our church budget. I asked people to give to grow our ministries. I probably even used a 

little bit of guilt to encourage people to give, rather than allowing them to be selfish. Most of the time that worked – 

I did fund-raising for the churches and ministries I served, and it was effective because people saw the value in 

those churches and ministries. 

  

But eventually I began to mature in my own giving and in my understanding of stewardship. I began to ask people 

to give out of gratitude to God and as a witness to their faith. And that freed me from any sense of being a 

“salesman” for our church to being one who proclaimed the spiritual truth about stewardship. I moved from fund-

raising to stewardship-proclaiming. I focused less upon the need to balance our church budget, and more upon the 

need to balance our lifestyles. And the results were even more effective in terms of dollars but also in terms of 

joyful satisfaction. 

  

You are welcome to give for almost any good reason. Whatever appeals to you is great, because I believe that any 

person of faith must be a giver. That’s the secret to living – it is all about giving. And it is all about gratitude to 

God. 

  

So, please give.   Bishop Michael J. Coyner, Indiana Annual Conference 

 

 



 

SUNDAY 
 

SUNDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
     1 

Confirmation Class 

prepare & serve 

shelter meal at 

Asbury 8:30-9:30pm 

Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 
 

2    
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

 10:00 AA  

3               
 9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School  

MFSA in Music Room 3-5pm 

Croton Chorale- music rm 

                                        7pm 

  

 
   

4 

  

  

 

 

 
 

5 
 

    

Memoir Writing Class  

                           1-2pm 
    

6 
Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon  
  

 Ash Wednesday Ashes  

 Outside 11:30-1:00pm 
   

Girl Scouts 1197  6pm 

7 
 

 

8 
 

 
  

 

  

9   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

 Book Group in music room 

10:00 AA  

10                
9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School  

 6:00  Jan Peek Meal 

Girl Scouts 2919  4:30-5:30    

Croton Chorale- music rm 

                                        7pm 

11 
 

Lent Prayer Walk 

                           12:15 
 

12 
 

Memoir Writing Class 

                           1-2pm  

   

 

 

 

 

13 

  

Asbury Playgroup    

                  11am-12noon 

 

  

 

Trustee Meeting 

                    7:30pm 

14 
 

  
  

       

15 

   

Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

  

16 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00 UMW in Social Hall   

10:00 AA 

 

17            
 9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

Confirmation Class 4-6pm 

Croton Chorale- music rm 

                                        7pm 

18   
 

Lent Prayer Walk 

                           12:15 

 

 

  

19 
 

Memoir Writing Class 

                           1-2pm  
 

Finance Meeting 7pm 

20 
 

 

 
  

21 
   
 

 

 

22 
 

Beloved Community 

Dinner  in Music 

Room   7:00pm 

 
  

23    
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 

24             
9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

11am  Prayer Circle 

11am  Coffee Hour  

Croton Chorale- music rm 

                                        7pm 

25 
      
Lent Prayer Walk 

                           12:15 

 

26   

     
Memoir Writing Class 

                           1-2pm  
 

27    

 
Asbury Playgroup    

                11am-12noon 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

 
Girl Scouts 1235 

5:30pm 

30 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 

31 
9:00 Adult  Church School 

9:15 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  

11am  Prayer Circle 

11am  Coffee Hour  

Tag Sale Sorting (lunch) 

Croton Chorale- music rm 

                                        7pm 

4-6pm  Confirmation Class 

      

 

MARCH 2019 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Emergency Winter Shelter thru March 9=============================================================================================================== 

Emergency Winter Shelter thru March 9=============================================================================================================== 


