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Dear Friends, 
 
Here is our worship schedule for October:   

 

FOUR FABULOUS SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
Oct. 6:  The Gift of Calling     Acts 13:1-5 
 Connecting with the Spirit opens us to the power of our calling. Who has God created you to be? Living into 

our calling fills our lives with meaning and purpose. 

 

Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is people 

who have come alive.  Howard Thurman 
 
Oct. 13:  The Gift of Sharing   Acts 16:11-15 
 God provides an abundance of resources. Lydia finds great joy in sharing her home with the believers. What 

joy have you found in sharing with others?   
 
Oct. 19:  The Gift of Language   Acts 19:1-7 
 We move worship to Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m. since many of our folks will participate in the Run Against 

Hunger on Sunday morning. As we gather around tables and break bread together we will engage in conversation with 

one another about our experience with language. The Spirit connects us with one another through language. What a gift 

it is to be able to communicate our dreams and feelings with one another, to be understood!    
 
Oct. 27:  The Gift of Leadership   Acts 20:22-32 

Leadership is caring for the whole and being willing to use our gifts for the common good. What are your gifts 

of leadership? 
 
CONFIRMATION MEETING 
Friday, October 18 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH CLASS 

 Mondays, October 28 through December 16 

 7:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 

 

Register at church or by email:  asburycrotonumc@gmail.com 

Please join us in exploring our faith as we live it out today.  We will read through the Gospel of Mark and discuss the 

ways the teachings of Jesus are relevant to our lives and society.   

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Doug 

http://www.asburycroton.umcchurches.org/
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“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ” 

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION 

ACOHUMMFA 

OCTOBER meeting dates: 

Saturday (8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. sharp) 

19 Old Post Road So., Croton on Hudson 

 (FREE breakfast 8:00 a.m. option FRANKIE’S) 

OCTOBER 5, 12, 19, 26 

Activities/Topics: Croton Trails Walks and study series The New Testament 

 

YOU CAN READ THE BIBLE in a year!!!!! 

 challenge: 

Just 15 minutes/day, you can do it 

Weekly Readings: Ma1-14, Ma15-28, Mk1-16, L1-16  

Intercessory Prayer: Asbury COH Church Families: S-T 

 

39th ANNUAL HARRY CHAPIN WALK & RUN AGAINST HUNGER 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

JOIN AN EVENT OR JUST DONATE 

See more at: http://runagainsthunger.com. 

 

BIRD SEED SALE 

Saturday, October 26 and November 2 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: 914-271-3128 or captsea946@aol.com 

Proceeds for Church’s winter heating bills:  

“Feed the Birds, Warm the Flock” 

 

ADVENT CALENDAR  

On sale October 1 

Asbury Limited Addition Original Art— Created by Ann Reibel  

 

More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or captsea946@aol.com    

http://runagainsthunger.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.myfirstumc.org/Site/images/GCUMM_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.myfirstumc.org/ministries.htm&usg=__IQFVdQyePiZvizHuUMHLj8MA79s=&h=295&w=534&sz=51&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=RZuigUxTI2mJIM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=132&prev=/images?q%3DUnited%2BMethodist%2BMen%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1


 

 

 

You and your family and friends are invited to an exciting new education program: 

Financial Planning With a Christian Perspective 
Presented by members of the Methodist Church: Ed Ruppmann and John Henderson 

Asbury United Methodist Church, 15 Old Post Road South, Croton-on-Hudson 

Saturday, October 5, 2019   

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Would you like to manage your money effectively, such that: 

 You can have a stress-free retirement! 

 You will have enough for your child’s college education! 

 You have a plan in place to purchase your new home! 

Some of the questions we will answer are: 

 How much can I save with no change in lifestyle? 

 How much do I need to save for college? 

 Will I have retirement savings to last until age 90? 

 Can I reduce insurance costs and invest the difference? 

 Are investment plans consistent with my risk appetite? 

 How can I protect my life savings from Medicare? 

 How can I transfer my life savings to my family and church without paying 50% tax to Uncle Sam? 

 

THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NO SALES PITCH! 

To register please contact Stuart Colby, 914-330-4104, captsea946@aol.com 



       Holidays Pop-Up Shop 

    YOUR help is needed now — as you read this! 

 Donate your unneeded holiday items – Halloween costumes, pumpkins, floral 

arrangements. Beginning September 27 there will be a drop-off box in the church glass 

breezeway hall.  

 Tell everyone you know to give donations and to shop. 

 Volunteer to help set up the area in Wesley House before the sales weekends. 

 Volunteer for two hours on a weekend to be a sales partner.  

 Come and shop. The shop, located in Wesley House, will be open on Saturday, October 5, October 

12 and October 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Sunday, October 6 and October 13 from 12:00 noon 

to 3:00 p.m., and Friday, October 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.    

The UMW is coordinating this fundraiser for the church’s programs and mission, but the 

whole congregation’s support is appreciated!   

For more info, contact Barb Whipple, Asbury’s UMW President.  

 

 

 

 

THE HISTORY CORNER 

In 1993 Doris Daubney wrote the following in the booklet for the celebration of the 110th anniversary of our 

Asbury sanctuary, “Asbury Play & Learn Nursery School was founded 22 years ago as a spin-off from the 

Friday baby-sitting service operated by the women of the church. At that time the Croton schools were 

overcrowded and all kindergarten classes were housed in the local churches on a rental basis. Our church had 

two classes, one occupied our present music room, and the other occupied two of the rooms in our new 

education building. After one year prefabs were built at CET school and all kindergarten classes moved back 

to the school. 

  Patsey Joiner, a member of our church, had the vision of expanding our weekly childcare program and 

was instrumental in developing Play & Learn Nursery School which, one year after its inception, moved from 

the old parsonage into larger quarters, first the music room, then the education wing.  The object was to generate 

income for the church as well as to provide a quality pre-school program in our community. 

  Originally, staffing was exclusively church members: June Haase, Betty Baxter, Joan Chamberlain 

King, and Mary Buguiere. Within a year June Haase became the director. Soon teachers moved on and for the 

past 19 years Grace Kerr and Doris Daubney have been teachers. Other church members involved were Sue 

Sayre (music), Dorise Black, Judy Maihofer, Lynn Nissen and most recently Jodi Colbran Hanlon. As members 

of the church we have never lost sight of the vision — income for the church, and quality education for pre-

school children of the community.” 

  Today Play and & Learn Nursery School under the direction of Jodi Colbran Hanlon is still fulfilling 

the vision of quality education for pre-school children of the community, a vision lovingly sustained for nearly 

50 years. 

 



 

USED BIKE AND SEWING MACHINE COLLECTION 

SUNDAY, October 6, 2019 from 1:00 TO 4:00 P.M. 

 
Pedals for Progress, in its continuing effort 

to recycle bicycles and sewing machines 

properly, is having a used bike and portable 

sewing machine collection coordinated by 

the Croton Lay Interfaith Council [CLIC], 

an organization representing the Croton 

Houses of Worship. 

 

YOUR help is needed.   

 Donate a bike or sewing 

machine. 

 Tell everyone you know! 

 Volunteer (teenagers and 

older) to get the bikes 

ready for packing into the 

truck.  

 Donate money to help with the costs of shipping bikes to the 

receiving countries.  

 

For more information contact Cynthia Plater, email asburycroton2@gmail.com, or visit 

Pedals for Progress website at www.p4p.org. 
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Treasurer’s report  

October 2019 

 

Asbury United Methodist Church, our own local church, operates with three bank accounts. The main 

church account receives the weekly tithes and offerings and income from other sources. The contingency fund 

holds various funds designated for specific purposes, including memorial funds, and the trustee accounts for 

building and grounds, 

Church account:  The detailed report was provided to the ad council members. 

 Of note: Total income through 9/10/19 of $109,000 is $37,000 less than the $146,000 collected in the 

same period in 2018.  

 INCOME HIGHLIGHTS: Tithe and offering income is $15,000 less in 2019 than 2018. 

Apportionment special collections of $1,871 were less by $3,700 in 2019 compared to 2018. Refund 

from the trustee account of $9,700 for insurance premiums paid in 2018 was not an income source to 

date in 2019. Building use income is about the same for both years. Play and Learn preschool is a steady 

contributor which is greatly appreciated. 



 Expense highlights:  $145,000 in 2018 vs. $121,000 in 2019, $24,000 less. However, we need to add 

in a total of $31,000 in outstanding bills as of 9/10/19 (mostly due to the NY Annual Conference). Said 

another way, if income was $31,000 higher we would have paid all the bills and the total expenses 

would be $152,000 in 2019 vs. the $145,000 in 2018. 

Contingency fund: Approximately $18,000 in savings from fund raisers and memorial donations for 

designated purposes. For example the $8,000+ in tag sale income is used to subsidize the five figure winter 

heating bill as are proceeds from the Bird Seed sale. 

Trustee funds:  As of year-to-date August 15, 2019, income collected was $20,000 in building income, and 

$5,000 from the endowment fund. Expenses of $23,000 covered utilities on Wesley House, lawn care for the 

church and parsonage, roof and boiler inspections, pastor moving expenses, and cleaning, painting and repairs 

to the parsonage. The detail transaction report was provided to the Board of Trustees at the meeting of August 

16, 2019.  

Pray what to do:  Given the over spending vs. income, the treasurer requested increases in the building use 

fees, promoted tithing in the Circuit Rider, and initiated a program for personal financial planning from a 

Christian perspective to equip members to earn all they can, save all they can, and give all they can, in support 

of Asbury’s mission to make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Stuart Colby, Treasurer 

  

 

 

  



 

The Sally Read Book Group meets on the 

second Saturday of each month.  This month 

we will meet on Saturday, October 12 at 9:00 

a.m. in the social hall. The book is The Island 

of Sea Women by Lisa See. Copies of the book 

are on reserve at the Croton Library for you to borrow.     

A new novel from Lisa See, the New York Times bestselling author of The Tea Girl of 
Hummingbird Lane, about female friendship and family secrets on a small Korean 
island. 

     Join us.  For additional info, please contact Gloria. 

 

An Invitation to Members of Many Houses of Worship, 

UU Westchester Congregations, and All Faiths in Croton-on-Hudson 

 

A Workshop on 

Faith and Racial Justice: Addressing Racism 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 - 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Hudson Valley 

2021 Albany Post Road  

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 

 

This three-hour program is designed for people new to racial justice work, as well as those with experience. 

Participants are members of the five Unitarian Universalist churches in Westchester County and members of 

the seven houses of worship in and near Croton-on-Hudson. 

 We will begin with clarifying the meaning of racism. With the aid of a slideshow, we will excavate 

how racism was constructed in the United States such that it became part of the fabric of our society. 

 We will look at how a racist culture oppresses not only people of color, but, in different ways and to 

different degrees, also dehumanizes white people. Through an experiential exercise we will reveal costs of 

racism for white folks. We will focus on the impact of racial hierarchy on the white psyche, both personal and 

societal, leading to an understanding of racial justice work as a source of spiritual healing. We will ask “How 

is the church accountable for working to end racism?” and consider personal next steps. 

 This program is offered at no cost to the attendees. To RSVP please email: teri.lukin@meredith.com.  

  

Presenter’s bio: Robin Mallison Alpern was raised as a Quaker and remains active in the Religious Society of 

Friends (Quakers). She has been an avid student of racism and anti-racism for 20 years. Since 2002 Robin has 

led community dialogues on racial justice and equity. She is a co-founder of European American Quakers 

Working to End Racism. Robin focuses on educating and nurturing white anti-racists both through her work 

as director of training at the Center for the Study of White American Culture and through her training and 

consulting business, Calling White Folks In. 

mailto:teri.lukin@meredith.com


 

 

 

 

What does the Asbury United Methodist Church mean to you, your family and your 

community?  

How are you supporting God’s work in the world? Volunteering in your community? Worshiping 

God daily through prayer, meditation, and reading? Financially supporting the ongoing ministries 

of Asbury and other charitable organizations and causes throughout the world?   

As Stu Colby has mentioned in the Treasurer’s Column, consider reaching towards tithing – giving 

at least 10% of your household income to God’s work. God’s work includes supporting charitable 

giving that promotes loving thy neighbor as thyself. If you are not yet tithing, prayfully consider 

stepping up your charitable giving this year.    

This year Consecration Sunday (Stewardship Sunday) will be November 17. We will follow the 

worship service with a luncheon for the whole congregation. During that service and luncheon, you 

will be asked to pledge your financial support for 2019. Your support will ensure that Asbury will 

continue to be a vibrant force in our community and in your lives.  

Remember ---  

 “The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. Local churches provide the most significant arena through which 

disciple-making occurs.” 

 

Always Grateful to God, 

Cynthia Plater, Stewardship Coordinator 
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  Asbury Playgroup    

                  10am-12noon   

 

 

  

 

 

 GS 1197        6:00-7:30 
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GS 1235 & 1242 

                   5:50-8:30 

5 
 

8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 
  

10:00-3:00pm Pop-Up Shop 

                   at Wesley House 

10:00 AA 

Financial Planning Seminar 

                    10:00am-1:00pm 

6 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship  
 

12:00-3:00pm Pop-Up Shop 

                   at Wesley House 
 

1:00-4:00pm Pedals for 

Progress in Parking Lot 
 

7:00pm  Croton Chorale 
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8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  Sally Read 

 Book Group in social hall 
 

10:00-3:00pm Pop-Up Shop 

                   at Wesley House 

10:00 AA 

13 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &              

Children’s Sunday School 

11am – Coffee Hour 
 

12:00-3:00pm Pop-Up Shop 
 

3:00 Concert at Bethel  

        Chapel  

6:00  Jan Peek Meal 
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 Asbury Playgroup    

                  10am-12noon  
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GS 1235 & 1242 

                   5:50-8:30 
 

19 
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House 

9:00-10:30  UMW in social hall 

10:00 AA 

 

6:30pm Dinner Church 
 

 

20   

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   
    

7:00pm  Croton Chorale 

 
 

Run Against Hunger 

21  
 

Salvation Army Lunch 

                        12noon 
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Asbury Playgroup    

                  10am-12noon 

 

 

 GS 1197        6:00-7:30 

24 
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26   
8:00 ACOHUMMFA 

Breakfast at Frankie’s  

8:30 ACOHUMMFA 

at Wesley House  

10:00 AA 

27 
 

9:30 Choir Practice 

10:00 Worship &             

Children’s Sunday School   

11am – Coffee Hour 
 

7:00pm  Croton Chorale 

28 

  

29 

 
30 

 
 Asbury Playgroup    

                  10am-12noon 

31 
   
 

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

OCTOBER 2019 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 

Pastor Doug Away 10/14 – 10/17 ==================================== > 


