
 

 

Beloved mission Partners and Supporters, 
Greetings in God from whom all blessings flow! 

We pray that all is well with you as you receive 
this update of our mission work. 

Blessings and peace to you! 
 
From: Richard, Alma, Charis, & Matthew Navarro 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NURTURING RELATIONSHIPS  
& FIGHTING LONELINESS 

Filipino migrant workers are becoming more 

hopeless to go on vacation and see their loved ones as 

covid 19 variant continues to surge. The yearnings to 

embrace their precious loved ones are impossible to 

happen these days. To go home is giving up a job since 

quarantine period exceeds the length of vacation 

resulting to losing their job upon coming back from 

vacation. The endurance of waiting stretches out their 

patience to the point of giving it up and causing them 

to experience symptoms of anxieties and depression. 

Some of these Filipino workers decide to go home in 

exchange of losing their source of income.   

Consequently, companies will not agree on more and 

long days’ vacation and hotel quarantine.  Losing job is 

missing the opportunity to have a better life 

financially within the family. There are migrant 

workers who gamble their jobs in exchange of their 

eagerness to see their family, and of course the 

countless happiness to be with their loved ones is 

untransmutable by anything in this world.  

According to the News back in the Philippines, 

posted in Inquirer.net dated November 17, 2021 “As 

the COVID-19 pandemic and community quarantine 

measures taken to fight it dragged on, more Filipinos 

went job-hunting in February but 4.2 million were 

unemployed and 7.9 million took pay cuts from 

shorter working hours”. To all returning Filipino 

workers who decide to stay for good could possibly 

share the issue of unemployment in the Philippines. 

We all know that this dilemma is the huge factor to 

the serious hunger problem and the rising of illicit acts 

just to feed the gnawing stomach of a family. 

We often receive many calls from returning 

migrant workers in the Philippines. Most of them are 

asking some favor to help them go back to Taiwan. 

They need the work so badly. We as missionaries 

serve as conduit in receiving the resume, printing 

documents, encouraging our members here for 

recommendation in the company where they are 

working. 

These Migrant Workers is like sheep without a 

shepherd.  Matthew 9:36 says, “Jesus saw the 

crowds, he had compassion on them because they 

were confused and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd”. We as global missionaries, challenge 

ourselves to respond the very urgent need of migrant 

workers. We conduct seminars and intense study on 

topics like “Valuing Professions Is Having Better 

Future”; “Fighting Loneliness while Working”; 

“Mental Health Care Tips”.  



 

 

Our ministry has five small groups which we call 

“lifegroups”. Each group meets once a week. Lessons 

that address the conditions of migrant workers are 

being taught in these lifegroups. The small group 

meetings are facilitated virtually for almost a year 

now. We personally and intentionally invite loved 

ones or family of migrant workers to participate in 

lifegroup meetings. We prepare series of lessons that 

highlight every session of each group.  This lifegroup 

sessions provide a venue of seeing and studying 

together virtually to have mutual understanding of 

preserving the relationships and at the same time 

giving much value of their jobs. The invitation is not 

only for Bible study session but it extends to worship 

service on Sundays as well. It is good to see these 

migrant workers are studying the Word and 

worshipping God together with their family. As a 

result, there are hidden conflicts within relationships 

as family which are now resolved. In addition, the 

spouse in the Philippines rebuild the spirit of trust to 

their partner who is away from home. Reaching the 

family back home of Migrant workers thru this 

program (Tahanan Virtual events) is mitigating the 

yearning for home especially during this pandemic. 

Tahanan somehow makes more happier and more 

harmonious family. 

   -------------------------------------------------------------- 

H-I-G-H-L-I-G-H-T-S—O-F—E-V-E-N-T-S 
 

PARTNERSHIP W/ LABOR AFFAIRS 

In mission, it is very important to have 

connections and partners. Working among Filipino 

migrant workers is a tough one. Dealing with various 

issues especially in relation to their work condition 

will never be easy without someone who will gonna 

help us provide guidance to find answers to queries 

and possible direct solutions to problems. Struggles in 

the workplace and with company policies are beyond 

our powers to grant instant positive result. Partners 

and connections coming from an office that works 

with the legal documents and welfare of migrant 

workers are the best people to connect. Labor Affairs 

Center of MECO(Manila Economic and Cultural Office- 

the Philippine Representative Office of Taiwan is an 

office that can directly assist the workers about labor 

issues and can provide guidance about worker’s 

welfare. So far, there were many Filipino migrant 

workers whom we reached out because of our 

partnership with MECO. 

********************************************

RETREAT 2021 

This year’s spiritual retreat is divided into two groups.  

It is a way of avoiding bulk groups in observance of 



 

 

the medical protocols for Covid-19 pandemic.   

The Tahanan Leaders and the members have 
separate sessions & schedules. Leaders’ group focuses 
on topics about leadership since half of the 
leadership is new and the other half needs to 

revitalize their spirits in leadership. Richard and I 

facilitated the two groups. It was great and gratifying 

indeed! 

 

TAHANAN CLEAN UP DRIVE IMPACTS 

“Clean-up Drive” is program of Outreach 
Ministry of Tahanan. This is in partnership with the 

local government. “Clean up Drive” has reached to the 
very hearts of the Leadership in Methodist Head 
office. 

This program is also a challenge for every 
believer to go out from the four corners of the church 
and advocate good stewardship of God’s Creation. 
******************************************** 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

SWEAR IN AND SERVE 

Tahanan has annual renewal and dedication to all 

leaders reinstated. This year, half of the leadership is 

new. Installation of new officers was done to start the 

new year. 

******************************************** 

BASKETBALL LEAGUE 

Basketball is one of the ways to gather and 

have fun and fellowship. This is a beautiful moment 

for Filipino migrant workers to ease the distress 

caused by being away from home & loved ones.  



 

 

Hosting this activity is exhausting but we need to offer 

this to community of migrant workers in order to let 

them know that Tahanan is here for them that serves 

as their home while working here in Taiwan. The 

photos show the opening program of this league. 

Meanwhile, the activity pauses due to increase 

covid 19 local cases and tougher precautionary 

measures are being implemented. 

**************************************** 

 

“WE CARE!” 

This is a slogan that Tahanan likes to express to 

Tahananians especially during the “locked-DORM” 

days. Our migrant workers are being locked down 

during the heighten level of protocol due to surge 

case of local covid infection. Tahanan Kitchen Ministry 

in its “Loaves & Fish” program, thought of granting 

the cravings for Filipino dishes, we prepare packed 

foods and do dorm to dorm delivery. 

******************************************** 

TEE VIRTUAL GRADUATION Batch 2021 

This year culminates the “Study while working” 

program of the Union Theological Seminary thru our 

ministry. Tahanan has been one of the centers for TEE. 

It is a Seminary program that is brought to lay and 

pastors who can’t be in the seminary grounds due to 

work. Taiwan Center finishes its 1st batch and 



 

 

students were conferred last May 2021 as graduates 

of Bachelor of Ministry. Congratulations to them! 

******************************************* 

TAHANAN GOES VIRTUAL 

In Mid-May 2021 Taiwan declared alert level 
#3. This level prohibits mass gatherings that made 

Tahananians isolated. Their daily route is work-dorm 
& vice versa. All outdoor events are suspended. This 
makes our monthly, weekly, and daily ministry go 

virtual. This level 3 protocol is lifted last July 26. And it 
went down to level 2 where the migrant workers are 
still not allowed to join mass gatherings. There are 
some who have only one hour daily to go out for 
personal errands. 

******************************************* 

 

 

 

MINISTRY EXTENDS VIA ZOOM 

The virtual events of Tahanan are extended to 
loved ones and friends of Tahanan’ians in the 

Philippines and across the globe.  

Indeed, technology connects here and beyond! 

********************************************  

TAHANAN LIFEGROUPS 

Lifegroup is a small group established as part 
of Tahanan ministry. This Lifegroup meets once a 

week. So far, Tahanan has 6 active Lifegroups. Each 
Lifegroup has a leader and a name. Names like “KFC- 
Keep Following Christ”; “SMS-Serving the Miraculous 
Savior”; “TLC-Trusting&Loving Christ”; “ROCK-Relying 



 

 

in Christ’s Knowledge”; “LIFE- Living in Faith 
Everyday”; “J.Walkers- Walking with Jesus”. 
Testimonies are heard about the impact these 
Lifegroup meetings have made to the participants. 

******************************************* 

FROM IN-PERSON TO VIRTUAL THEN                            
TO BLENDED OR HYBRID EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

TAHANAN ALTAR FOR MEMBERS TO OFFER 
DURING VIRTUAL EVENTS 

 

An Altar is a space where Tahanan’ians can 
freely offer prayers and Tithes/other offerings to the 

Lord. They drop by @ TAHANAN using their one- hour 
allowance to go out from their dormitories. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TAHANAN @ 8 
 

Pandemic does not hinder us to celebrate God 

faithfulness to His ministry that turns 8 in 2021. Last 

November, we gathered as Tahanan’ians and worship 

together via face to face and virtual platforms. Those 

who are in ZOOM are from the Philippines, Canada, 

Middle East and those who are outside Guanyin and 

can’t go out due to limited mobility. Foods are packed 

for take-out.  

 

 

2021 TAHANAN CHRISTMAS                                 

WORSHIP THRU MUSIC 
 

Tahanan’ians never miss to celebrate 

Christmas together since this season is the most 

joyous festival of the year. Last December 26, we 

didn’t go to huge space due to government health 

protocol in avoiding large group gathering., we did 

worship thru music led by Tahanan Praise Team.  

 

******************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

John 10:10” The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full” (NIV). 

 

Covid-19 has come to steal, kill and destroy 

humanity, but our faith in Christ gives us hope and 

life so that we will see and experience abundant life 

through our senses that life on earth is beautiful with 

God. 

We give back all the glory and honor to God 

who sent us in Taiwan to fulfill His mission to the 

people who need God the most especially among 

Filipino workers. 

 

******************************************** 

We are very grateful to God for the spirit of life, 
hope and love having you in our journey for migrant 
ministry. Indeed, you are the answer to our prayers. 
Despite your financial & emotional struggles, you are 
still so strong to endure the call to Christ’s MISSION.   

We are intensely praying for you in order that 
you may continually touch many lives in Christ’s 
service. We would like to invite you to pray for 
missionary work with Migrant Filipino Workers in 
Taiwan. We invite you to walk with us in a missionary 
journey and pray for us in the ministry of Migrant 
Workers in Taiwan.  Pray that our ministry can be an 
instrument to be a blessing of God's love. 

We are humbly knocking to your generous 
heart to support Global Ministries by assisting with our 
salary support through the advance #s so we can 
remain faithful to the call the Lord made on our life.     

******************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

For financial contributions, you may: 

1.  Use Global Ministries' website: 
www.umcmission.org to send a donation for my salary 
support.  At the bottom of the page, click on 
"Missionaries".  Scroll to our name on the missionaries’ 
page and our profile will appear.  At the bottom of our 
profile is a link to make an online donation. 

 

2.  Through mailing a check to your local church or 
conference office.  Write “for Alma J. Navarro # 
3022029, and Richard B. Navarro #3022030” on the 
memo line of your check. 

If not sending through a local United Methodist Church, 
you may send your check to: 

Advance GCFA ; P.O. Box 9068 ; New York, NY 10087-
9068. 

We end with words to say thank you and we appreciate 
so much for your faithful support! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard & Alma Navarro 

RNavarro@umcmission.org 

ANavarro@umcmission.org 

http://www.umcmission.org/
mailto:RNavarro@umcmission.org

