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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
FEBRUARY 2020
February Sermon Series: What is Salvation?
Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are now justified by his grace as a gift through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:23-24
Do you live with regret? Are there things you’ve done and said that you wish you hadn’t? Welcome to the club.
Paul is clear that we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And there’s more. We tend to underestimate
the damage that comes out of our participation in sin. Paul teaches that the wages of sin is death. The pain is
real. The destruction is pervasive. Sin is not just about personal mistakes. It pervades every area of our lives.
But there is good news—a whole new way to connect with God and live our lives. We are justified and saved by
God’s grace as a free gift. It’s not about proving our worth. And we can let go of judging others. God’s grace is
the foundation of our faith.
February 2: Freed from Sin Romans 4:1-9
What is sin? How do we participate and how can we get free?
February 9: Building Character Romans 5:1-10
As we encounter obstacles and even suffering along our faith journey, Paul says that we develop, “endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us.” (Romans
5:3-5) We grow in faith from the inside out.
February 16: Dying and Rising with Christ Romans 6:1-15, 23
The process of salvation completely transforms our way of living through our kinship with Christ, a relationship
that leads us from death into life.
February 23: Amazing Grace Romans 7:15-25a
I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord! Romans 7:23-25a

February Bible Study: What is Salvation?
Begins Monday, February 3 at 7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

ACOHUMMFA
“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ”
ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION
FEBRUARY 2020 meetings on Saturday:
2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29
9:00 BREAKFAST at Frankie’s (OPTIONAL)
9:30 a.m. MEETING BEGINS, 11:00 a.m. MEETING OVER

Topics/activities: BIBLE readings review/Missions support
Weekly Readings (IT’S JUST 15 min/day, WHOLE BIBLE IN A YEAR, YOU CAN DO IT!) for personal devotions:
1)
2)
3)
4)

EXODUS 35-LEVITICUS 10
LEVITICUS 11-27
LEVITICUS 28-NUMBERS 13
NUMBERS 14-29

Please note that this is not designed to be a Bible study but rather a reading program for discipline. Spend approximately
15 minutes per day reading the Bible. UNITED METHODIST MEN suggests using the Modern English Translation. It’s
new (completed in 2014) and good reading.
Intercessory Prayers:
1. Asbury Prayer Chain
2. Asbury COH Church Families: C-D

More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com

Coach demonstrates correct birdseed lift technique. JOIN US FOR GOOD FELLOWSHIP!

FLOWERS FOR OUR ALTAR
We give thanks to those who donated poinsettias for our Christmas altar. Your generosity resulted in an altar
beautifully adorned with red and white flowers. And thank you to the families who donated the wreaths that
decorated the sanctuary windows during all of the Advent season.
The following dates to donate altar flowers are open until Lent begins: February 2, 9, 16, and 23. If you would
like to donate flowers for any of these Sundays please sign up on the flower chart next to Rev. Cunningham’s
office or call Gloria Laemmel at 271-8712. The cost is $42.00 for two vases. Please make your check payable to
Asbury UMC. If a date is taken you may order a rose in a bud vase for $9.00. Following services you may take
your flowers home or ask that they be given to a member of the congregation who is hospitalized or otherwise
not able to come to church.
During Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26, we do not have flowers on the altar, but you may
order a bud vase. Easter will be on April 12. Look for the order form for the Easter altar plants in the April Circuit
Rider and in your Sunday bulletin beginning in March.

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 2019
—Tina Pershing
Once again our Asbury community has followed Jesus’
command to love one another as one loves oneself. It was
immensely gratifying to observe all the generosity shown toward
those in our Croton Community as well as across Westchester
who are in need of assistance. Our Mitten Tree was decorated
with gloves, scarves and hats.
Though we started late, due to my Ohio visits to my ill mother-in-law, when I returned the tree was so full of
gifts that many more were piled on the neighboring pew. When I announced in church that “Rising Ground”
needed gifts of toys and gift cards for interview outfits I was overwhelmed with our congregations immediate
response with money, checks and later gift cards. The Director of Volunteers at this residential treatment facility
was extremely grateful for the two large overflowing boxes of toys and an envelope full of Kohl’s gift cards
(there is one close to the campus).
A hundred dollars of CTown gift certificates for St. Ann’s Catholic Church were distributed to local families in
need.
Finally, a joint project with other houses of worship was organized to aid Croton’s asylum five member family
from Venezuela. The collected $420 enabled the family to buy clothing, toys and food for the Christmas season.
Thank you to all in the Asbury community for your generous giving to those who are less fortunate than we are.

THE ASBURY TREASURE CHEST
We are pleased to report that the grand opening in January of ASBURY TREASURE CHEST was well received
by the Croton Community. With the help of Asbury members, family, and friends the shop was arrayed with an
attractive display of wares. The Wesley House was abundantly stocked with children’s books and clothes, toys,
women’s accessories, jewelry, and décor items thanks to the generous donations received. The customers were
enthusiastic about the wide selection and bargain values.
Thanks to everyone’s efforts, the proceeds from the first Friday and Saturday opening and presales resulted in a
contribution to Asbury’s January 5 offering plate of over $600. All proceeds are dedicated for the support of
Asbury’s community missions.
The Asbury Treasure Chest will next be open Friday, February 7 from 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Saturday,
February 8 from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Donations are welcome and volunteers to staff the shop each month are needed. Please contact Janet Colby at
914-329-2694 to participate in this new initiative for Asbury.

The Sally Read Book Group meets on the
second Saturday of each month. This
month we will meet on Saturday,
February 8 at 9:00 a.m. in the social hall.
The book is Becoming by Michelle Obama.
Copies of the book are on reserve at the Croton Library for you to
borrow.
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the
most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America—
the first African American to serve in that role—she helped create the most welcoming and
inclusive White House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and girls in the
U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives, and
standing with her husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing moments.

Join us.

For additional info, please contact Gloria Laemmel.

FUTURE EVENTS IN CELEBRATION OF VALENTINES’S DAY
—Tina Pershing

SILENT AUCTION
On February 9 the United Methodist Women will host a silent
auction where members of the congregation will offer goods or
services to be auctioned. For example: music lessons, mending,
baked goods, crafts, or babysitting may be offered. The top bid
will get the item. Please let Barbara Whipple know what you are
donating. The deadline for donations will be the prior Thursday,
February 6, 2020.

LOVE LUNCH ↫
Save the date: Sunday, February 9. Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the theme of the “Love Apple.”
Tomato dishes and chocolate desserts are requested for this potluck meal.
There will be a table set-up to create your own special valentines with stickers, paper doilies,
ribbons and funny scissors that make new shapes. Proceeds will benefit our church fund.

THE HISTORY CORNER
On February 9 we will enjoy our annual Love Lunch hosted by Asbury’s United Methodist Women. On the signup sheet for food donations under desserts is the note ‘with chocolate.” How did chocolate become part of the
Valentine’s Day celebration?
Cacao, from which chocolate is made, is native to South America. It was brought to Europe by the Spanish.
In London by the early 1600’s chocolate houses began to rival coffee houses as social gathering spots. It was
recorded that by 1671 the French court consumed an enormous amount of chocolate which didn’t abate, so in
1770, when Marie Antoinette married Louis XVI, her personal chocolate maker moved with her to Versailles.
This avid habit of drinking chocolate continued into the late 1800’s when one could purchase a china chocolate
set that included a tall pot for pouring the chocolate, and cups that were often more cylindrical in shape than tea
or coffee cups.
In the early 1860’s Richard Cadbury, a British chocolate maker, was looking for a way to use the cocoa
butter that was extracted from the Cadbury process for making chocolate that people could drink. He also created
‘eating chocolate’ from the cocoa butter. He then designed fancy heart-shaped boxes for his eating chocolates
that could be saved to use for other purposes. Valentine’s Day had become a significant holiday during Queen
Victoria’s reign and his lace and cupid decorated boxes fit right in.
In America in 1894 caramel maker Milton Hershey began covering his caramels with sweet chocolate. In
1907 Hershey launched the production of ‘kisses’ named for the noise the chocolate made as it was manufactured.
They were advertised as ‘a most nourishing food.’ In 1923 Clara Stover of Denver was making Bungalow Candies
but she and her husband decided to move the operation to Kansas City and began selling their Valentine’s
chocolates in heart-shaped boxes to department stores across the Midwest. Thus, Russell Stover chocolates was
born which today has 3,000 employees and $600 million in annual sales.
So a rise in the popularity of two elements: the celebration of Valentine’s Day, and of chocolate as a
popular food, were brought together for sweets for the sweet.

CROTON COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, February 11 from 2:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Croton Free Library - 171 Cleveland Drive
Walk-ins welcome, appointments appreciated
To schedule an appointment, contact Aidan Mayer at CrotonBlood@gmail.com or 914-862-0199. Please bring
donor ID card or other identification with photo ID and signature. If you donated on December 8 at the blood
drive at Croton Harmon High School, you are eligible to donate at this drive. For questions about eligibility to
donate due to travel outside the U.S., medications, or medical conditions call 1-800-688-0900.

ASBURY CROTON-ON-HUDSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
TREASURER’S COLUMN - FEBRUARY 2020

GOOD NEWS!!! Our congregation and supporters continued generous joyful giving in 2019. This generosity
enabled Asbury’s work in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Tithes and
offerings donated underwrote the Church’s mission and ministry locally and across the world. In 2019 all financial
commitments were met by our generous tithers and supporters. Their contributions of $187,000+/- provided
income resources. About half of the income supports staff (our full-time pastor and five part-time support staff),
about 25% building upkeep and utilities and the rest is all other, such as evangelism and programs. Worship
services weekly, children and youth programs, relief for needy with urgent requirements, temporary shelter,
devotion studies, and more are a few examples of the faith services Asbury provides.
You should also be very pleased that Asbury strongly contributed to the missions of the New York Annual
Conference (the 455 connected local Methodist churches in our region). In 2019 Asbury met 100% of our
apportionment amount of $24,001. Apportionment is “a portion meant for others” supporting Africa University,
Black College Fund, ministerial education, clergy support, missional support, World Service and Conference
benevolences and administration.
But wait, there is more! An additional $2,884 was donated in support of UMCOR disaster relief, Human Relations
Day, Peace with Justice and Native American Sundays. Well done, faithful servants!!
In 2020 we look forward to fulfilling Asbury Croton-on-Hudson’s ministries of Christian nurture, witness and
outreach, bearing fruits of the generosity of our congregation and supporters.
Thank you for your tithes and abundant offerings.
Faithfully yours,
Stu Colby, Treasurer AUMC
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SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

SUNDAY

9:00 ACOHUMMFA
Breakfast at Frankie’s
9:30 ACOHUMMFA
meeting at Wesley House

FEBRUARY 2020
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

The Treasure Chest
10am-3pm
10:00 AA

2
9:30 Choir Practice
10:00 Worship &
Children’s Sunday School

3

4

Bible Study 7:15pm Music Room

5

6

Asbury Playgroup
10am-11:30am

7

8

The Treasure Chest
11am-7pm

9:00 ACOHUMMFA

Breakfast at Frankie’s
9:30 ACOHUMMFA
meeting at Wesley House
9:00-10:30 Sally Read
Book Group in social hall
10:00 AA

The Treasure Chest
10am-3pm

9
9:30 Choir Practice
10:00 Worship &
Children’s Sunday School
11am – Coffee Hour

10

11

12

13

14

9:00 ACOHUMMFA
Breakfast at Frankie’s
9:30 ACOHUMMFA
meeting at Wesley House
9:00-10:30 UMW in social hall
10:00 AA

Asbury Playgroup
10am-11:30am

Bible Study 7:15pm Music Room

Love Lunch
UMW Silent Auction

GS 1197

15

GS 1235 & 1242
5:30-8:30

5:50-8:30

6:00 Jan Peek Meal

16 Second Epiphany

17 President’s Day

18

19

20

21

22
9:00 ACOHUMMFA
Breakfast at Frankie’s
9:30 ACOHUMMFA
meeting at Wesley House
10:00 AA

9:30 Choir Practice
10:00 Worship &
Children’s Sunday School
PASTOR RETURNS
from Vacation

