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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
AUGUST 2020
August Sermon Series: Forgiveness
When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray he gave them a prayer which we call the Lord's Prayer. It starts by
centering us in the will of our Holy God: "May your will be done." It reminds us that daily bread comes from the
abundance of God. And then it invites us to ask for God's forgiveness as we also forgive others.
Forgiveness is one of the hardest things for us to do. Some of us have not forgiven our mother for something she said 30
years ago. Forgiveness is hard and it is also essential to growing in faith. Our sermon series in August will focus on
forgiveness. What is forgiveness and why is it so hard? What changes in me when I forgive someone? What possibilities
emerge when I receive the forgiveness of God?
Please join us each Sunday for worship. If you are not getting the notices about worship and the phone number to call and
the Zoom link to use, please contact me at cunninghamdp@gmail.com.
Bible Study
We have a great group for Bible study each Monday evening. We go deeper into the scripture from the Sunday before and
share our faith journey. You are welcome to join us any Monday evening at 7:15. Just call 914-765-9010 and join in the
conversation!
Dear White Christians
Ten of us from Asbury are participating in a six-week study this summer of a book called Dear White Christians by
Jennifer Harvey. We are joining with about a dozen members from Memorial Church in White Plains and their pastor
Rev. Siobahn Sargent. Last week we examined the "Paradigm of Reconciliation" which fails to heal the racial divide
because it does not take seriously enough the harm that has damaged relations between white people and people of color.
For the rest of the study we will be exploring the "Paradigm of Reparations" which names the harm and seeks to repair the
damage so that there can be a genuine reconciliation across lines of race. It's a powerful book and I am grateful for the
courageous and engaged participation of our group from Asbury.
All Ministries Online
Our Asbury Administrative Council met on May 21, June 11, and July 29 and we have another meeting scheduled for
August 5. We are discussing in great detail the risks and the benefits of online versus in person ministry. At present, all
Asbury ministries are online. No groups are permitted to use the church or Wesley House. For that to change we would
need to change our policy and get the approval of our District Superintendent. At present, we have determined that it is the
best alternative to continue to pursue our excellent ministries of Sunday worship, Monday bible study, Saturday
gatherings of the United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women, our Dear White Christians study and other
ministries which are online or by telephone. We are also continuing to take meals to Jan Peek and the Salvation Army in
Peekskill. We are discussing some possible new initiatives for the fall. And we continue to monitor the situation and
discuss what is best for our members and our ministry in the Croton community. Please contact Don Daubney,
chairperson of the Administrative Council, or Pastor Doug if you have any questions or suggestions.

“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ”
ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION

ACOHUMMFA
AUGUST Saturday meeting dates:
AUGUST 1*, 8, 15, 22, 29
Breakfast: 9:00 a.m. at Frankie’s
Meetings: 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. sharp
ASBURY CHURCH FRONT PORCH
Bring masks, stay 6 feet + apart
Topics: Work of the Apostles
*AUGUST 1: Telephone meeting @ 9:30 a.m. CALL 914-765-9010

Weekly Readings (15 min/day) for personal devotions (BIBLE-in-a-year-challenge):
AUGUST Ecc-SOS-I21 / I22-57 / I58-J18 / J19-40
Intercessory Prayer and events:
Asbury COH Church Families: O-P

More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or Captsea946@aol.com

ACOHUMMFA

Inspirational booklets for you to give and share with your family, and friends, armed forces service members,
and first responders, compliments of ACOHUMMFA.
Request any or all of the following:
1. Three Simple Rules
2. Strength for Service for God and Country
3. Strength for Service for God and Community
Yes, please provide ___ copies of:
___ Three Simple Rules
___ Strength for Service to God and Country
___Strength for Service to God and Community

As a gift to: _________________________________________________ (Name of family, family member,
service member, first responder)

Send/give to:
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Contact (optional) email or telephone: ___________________________________
(Email request to Captsea946@aol.com, or call/text 914-330-4104

SALVATION ARMY UPDATE
After three months on hiatus, Asbury has resumed delivering lunch to the Salvation Army in June. With the
advent of the COVID-19 virus we were no longer able to deliver and serve lunch. Now a team is organized to
make 60 sandwiches and purchase snacks and fruit. We deliver the lunches to Ava, the lunch supervisor, in the
parking lot behind the Salvation Army building. Currently they are serving approximately 30 people.
A big thank you goes out to Gloria Laemmel, Barbara Whipple, Ann Reibel, Becky Asedillo, Janet Meyer and
Mary Lally for their contribution to this community service that Asbury has been involved in for at least 18
years.
If there is anyone who would like to join our merry band in future months, please contact Tina Pershing at 914736-6281. Lunch is delivered the third Monday of every month.

THE HISTORY CORNER
This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th amendment to the Constitution of the
United States which states that the right to vote “shall not be denied or abridged…..on account of sex.” At the
Women’s Rights National Historical Park in Seneca Falls, NY you can learn about the struggle of women and
men who fought to bring about this amendment 100 years ago.
The names of the women who dedicated their lives to bringing equal rights for women are well known….Susan
B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott among others. The names of the men who are featured at
the park are not as well known, or thought of as being part of the movement, like Frederick Douglas. One of
these men is James Mott, husband of Lucretia Mott.
James Mott, 1788-1868, was born in North Hempstead, Long Island to a Quaker family. He taught at the Nine
Partners Boarding School in Millbrook, NY, where his father was the superintendent. While teaching there he
met his wife Lucretia from Philadelphia. After their marriage the couple moved to Philadelphia and James went
to work in his father-in-law’s nail business. In 1822 he became a textile merchant dealing in cotton. The Quaker
opposition to slavery, combined with calls to end slavery by boycotting goods produced by slave labor through
the “free produce movement”, motivated James to switch to dealing in wool not produced by slave labor. He
and Lucretia were active abolitionists and in 1833 he attended the founding meeting of the American AntiSlavery Society and signed the convention’s declaration. He and Lucretia then helped found the Pennsylvania
Anti-Slavery Society. In 1840 they were delegates to the World’s Anti-Slavery Convention in London.
However, the convention voted to exclude Lucretia and the other American women delegates. They could
attend but had to sit in the balcony.
In 1848 James and Lucretia visited Waterloo, NY where they met with Elizabeth Cady Stanton. After listening
to each other’s concerns about rights for women Lucretia, Elizabeth Stanton and Martha Wright began to
organize a convention for women’s rights which was accomplished in ten days. The 1848 the Seneca Falls
Convention was held on July 19 and 20 in the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel with 300 attendees. Lucretia, known
as a powerful speaker was chosen to be the main speaker and James chaired one of the convention sessions.
Both of them signed the convention’s Declaration of Sentiments that called for equal rights for women
including the right to vote.
In 1864 James helped to establish Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.

HISTORIC SUNDAY - AUGUST 16
—Barbara Whipple
On her seventh birthday on August 17, 1920 my mother could not have fully comprehended the meaning and
impact for her mother and for her of the notification that day of the 19th amendment to our United States
Constitution. Tennessee’s ratification, the 36th state to approve women’s suffrage, was a culmination of a longfought battle by American women to achieve the legal ability to vote on matters that directly impacted their
lives. The suffrage story is one that shows how women won their right to vote through their vision, vigilance,
risk-taking, and heroism.
On Historic Sunday, August 16 the United Methodist Women and Men will bring to light the drama of the 70
year suffrage struggle through individual stories of suffrage advocates. Join in worship that Sunday to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage, to hear of the suffrage struggle and triumph, and to appreciate anew
why our vote is so precious, especially when many of our constitutional rights are under assault today.

TREASURER’S REPORT
AUGUST 2020
In our scripture at service on July 26 Galatians 3, 27-29 opens up to everyone, Jew, Greek, slave or free, male or
female the gift for ALL to become one in Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul writes this over 2,000 years ago and
today in Asbury Croton-on-Hudson we witness the breadth and reach of Christianity across the globe with
missions reaching out to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.
The Church, as the body of Christ, is amazingly far reaching covering the entire globe. Asbury’s ZOOM
worship services are expanding across the U.S. and to many continents. But each connection in the ZOOM
squares and phone connection represents individual members of the Church. And each of us has a personal role
to contribute to the community of faith by staying in love with God.
Paul explains to us in Romans 10: 10-12: “For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God,
and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. As the Scriptures tell us, “ANYONE WHO
TRUSTS IN HIM WILL NEVER BE DISGRACED. “ Jew and gentile are the same in this respect. They have
the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved. “
As disciples of Jesus Christ generosity should be second nature to us. Jesus, in his teaching and presence, set us
on a path that if we follow and pick up the cross of discipleship we can live generously in all aspects of our
lives.
The Asbury tithe and offering supporters with their generous faithfulness have resulted in contributions to date
nearly on par with the same time frame in the pre COVID-19 era last year.
Continued giving of tithes and offerings are thankfully welcomed and encouraged.
You can participate in support of the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world by sending your tithes and offerings by:


Your bank’s bill pay service.



Going to the website of Asbury Croton-on-Hudson and initiating a periodic or onetime donation:
asburycroton.umcchurches.org, “DONATE” tab function (top of site – third tab from the left).



Personally, delivering tithes/offerings through the Asbury mail slot in the side door to the building at the
driveway entrance.

THE TREASURE CHEST AND TAG SALE CANCELED DURING COVID
Due to concerns of exposure to COVID-19 that could occur with workers and shoppers the Administrative
Board has made the decision to suspend these fundraisers. We will reinstate them when we can safely operate
them by meeting the criteria of guidelines from our Methodist New York Conference and the State of New
York.
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