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OPENING PLAY AND LEARN IN SEPTEMBER
The Administrative Council has been busy this summer discussing difficult issues around the use of our building during this COVID19 pandemic. We have been clear that safety is our priority. We are grateful to be able to hold worship, Bible study, and other
activities online. We are even experiencing increased worship attendance as we are able to include friends in Denmark, Boston, Ohio,
upstate New York, and even China!
The Play and Learn has been a different conversation. While we have the same kinds of safety concerns we cannot effectively serve
our constituency online. After several Administrative Council meetings, we decided on a limited opening of the Play and Learn on
September 9. We are limiting the school to 10 three year olds and 12 pre-K students. We will keep the classes in separate rooms with
separate teachers, restrooms, and even entrances.
We have established strict safety protocols which include prohibiting anyone except the students and staff from being in the education
wing during our morning school hours. We are praying for Jodi Hanlon, our director, and all the teachers, staff members, students and
parents as we begin this new school year.
At this time the building is closed for all activities except for the Play and Learn.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We are grateful to receive five new members into Asbury Church: Rebecca Asedillo, Kweeyan Dyleuth, Caren Evans, Lisa Asedillo
Pratt, and Bette Wood.
Rebecca Asedillo has been attending Asbury for over a year. She has gotten involved with the choir, the worship team and the United
Methodist women. She retired in January from her position as executive secretary for Asia with Global Ministries. She is transferring
her membership from New Day Church in the Bronx and is excited to be a part of Asbury.
Kweeyan Dyleuth has been worshiping with us since February. We have been blessed by her beautiful singing during worship
including her rendition of The Gift of Knowing You last Sunday accompanied by her son, Ben. In addition to her regular worship
attendance, Kweeyan is a regular participant in our Monday Bible Study.
Caren Evans has a long association with Asbury but decided to formally transfer her membership to our church from St. Augustine’s
Episcopal Church. She is a regular worshiper, an active member of United Methodist Women, the Monday Bible study and other
Asbury ministries.
Lisa Asedillo Pratt has been attending worship at Asbury during the last year. She is currently pursuing a doctorate in Christian Ethics
at Drew Theological Seminary. She has helped with our music ministry, particularly when we first moved to online worship due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Bette Wood has been attending worship for the last year. She still connects with her home church in Syracuse, NY as a formal
member but worshiped with us regularly while she was living in Croton and joins Asbury as an associate member. She has returned to
Syracuse but is able to continue regular worship with us via Zoom. She is also a regular part of our Monday Bible Study, our Thursday
evening study of the book Dear White Christians, and the United Methodist Women.
Welcome to Becky, Kweeyan, Caren, Lisa and Bette!!

“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ”
ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION
ACOHUMMFA
SEPTEMBER meeting dates: Saturday
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. sharp
WESLEY HOUSE at 19 Old Post Road So., Croton-on-Hudson
FREE Breakfast 9:00 a.m. optional FRANKIE’S
SEPTEMBER: 5, 12, 19, 26,
Study series:
The New Testament
BIBLE-in-a-year challenge!
Weekly Readings, 15 min/day, for personal devotions:
Week 1: Jeremiah 41-Lamentations 1-5, Week 2: Ez1-28, Week 3: Ez29-48, Week 4: Daniel-Hosea-Joel-Amos
Intercessory Prayer:
Asbury COH Church Families: Q-R
EVENTS:
September 7: Labor Day
September 11: 9/11 Remembrance

40th ANNUAL HARRY CHAPIN VIRTUAL WALK & RUN AGAINST HUNGER
October 10-18
See more at: http://runagainsthunger.com
BIRD SEED SALE
Saturday, October 24
Call in or email your order to:
914-271-3128 or captsea946@aol.com
ASBURY LIMITED ADDITION ORIGINAL ART
ADVENT CALENDAR ON SALE
Oct 1
More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or captsea946@aol.com

REMEMBERING MABEL COLLYMORE
August 12, 1923 - August 16, 2020
A Life Well Lived
Worthy is life at ninety and seven,
When friends gather to bring you praises,*
As God in His comforting arms raises
His favorite daughter up to heaven.
I’ll miss you, old friend.
—Lena Cheng

In loving memory of Mabel Collymore

*Our conversation after worship service August 16, 2020 was about Mabel and
her recent birthday.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN AUGUST UPDATE
—Tina Pershing, Ann Reibel and Bette Wood
As many of you know UMW has been teleconferencing every Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. Last week,
August 22, we began a discussion of Dear White Christians by Rev. Jennifer Harvey. Several of us had
participated in a Zoom workshop on this book with Pastor Doug, Asbury UMC members, Pastor Siohban and
members from the Memorial Methodist Church in White Plains. With the recent event in Kenosha, Wisconsin
where three children witnessed the shooting death of Jacob Blake, an African-American man, by white police, it
is time to look at protestant church’s historical role in promulgating racism among us.
Gloria Laemmel still has two copies of the book. Currently 13 persons are participating in our meeting. If
anyone else would like to share in our discussion please join us by calling 425-436-6302, Access code 447447#
on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.

THE HISTORY CORNER
I wonder how many of us have a grandparent or great grandparent who worked as a child in an iron mill, a
cotton mill, a mine, or as what were called water boys in a print shop or at newspaper. These children were one
of the reasons we celebrate Labor Day. The protection of children, who suffered great harm and abuse at these
and other jobs and whose wages were lower than minimum, was one of the driving forces to recognize those
who labor, their contributions, and the need to protect them.
In the late 1800’s there were movements throughout the country to recognize the achievements of the labor
force and to protest and change adverse working conditions. On September 5, 1882 the first Labor Day parade
was held in New York City under the plans of the Central Labor Union. In Chicago on May 11, 1894 workers at
the Pullman Palace Car Company went on strike protesting wage cuts and the firing of union leaders. On June
26, 1894 a boycott of all Pullman Cars crippled rail traffic nationwide. The railroads carried freight, the
products of labor’s work as well as passengers from city to city across the nation and it had all grounded to a
halt. Federal troops were sent to Chicago to control the strike but their presence started riots that resulted in
deaths. In an attempt to repair ties to American workers Congress passed an act making Labor Day a national
holiday which was signed into action by President Grover Cleveland on June 28, 1894.
These are just a few of many stories tied to Labor Day and now we are very aware of the labors of essential
workers whose work brings another dimension to this year’s celebration of Labor Day.

TREASURER’S REPORT
SEPTEMBER 2020
Even in these strange times Asbury Croton-on-Hudson continues to contribute to the spiritual community life.
I would invite those who have not joined the Monday night Asbury telephone conference gathering to reflect on
the weekly readings to try it once or twice. Each Monday night we discuss our reading of the Sunday Scripture
and ponder its meaning. A recent reading of Luke 5:17-26 revealed the recognition by Jesus of the faith a group
of men expressed in bringing their sick friend to be healed by Jesus and explained how sins are forgiven.
You may find the group discussion helpful to interpret the bible for yourself or perhaps find it not a format for
you. But at least you will witness an additional connection with Jesus offered by Asbury and perhaps you might
relate the experience to a friend, family member, or become an angel (messenger) for someone while you are in
line at the post office for example. They might like to try a call in (7:15 Monday evenings, 914-765-9010.
The Upper Room daily devotional September-October edition is available at no cost. Just call 914-330-4104 or
email captsea946@aol.com for a copy.
In another expression of church work in Croton Asbury’s United Methodist Men’s group last year sponsored the
Eagle Scout project of Thomas Quartuccio, III. The project is now complete. Thomas led a team he organized to
design, build, and install a set of solid wooden structures to secure the trash containers at the Bethel Cemetery.
The containers provide a sturdy system to keep the containers upright and it eliminates spillage and unsightly
rubbish in and around the cemetery caused by strong winds from time to time throughout the year. We wish to
recognize and lift up the achievements of Thomas for his leadership and the completion of the last and most
challenging requirement to attain the highest rank in scouting, the Eagle Scout.
As a reminder over the recent decades Asbury has sponsored and provided opportunities for probably a dozen
Eagle Scout projects which have benefited our buildings and grounds as well as providing meeting facilities for
Girl Scout, Boy Scout, Cub Scout and Brownies. We hope to soon extend that hospitality to the community
once again when the current pandemic is conquered.
By God’s grace, our Asbury church missions continue with the giving and support of the congregation.
Thank you Asbury tithe and offering supporters for your generous faithfulness. Continued support for the
Methodist traditions, teachings, and missions at Asbury Croton-on-Hudson by giving of tithes and offerings are
welcomed, encouraged, and gratefully appreciated.
Your participation in support of the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world can be made by sending tithes and donations to 15 Old Post Road South, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
by hand, mail, or from your bank’s bill pay service. On the internet please Google the website of Asbury
Croton-on-Hudson and set up a periodic or one-time donation using the DONATE tab function:
A prayer: We have been taught that Jesus Christ is our Lord and that we are God’s servants. We are loved; we
are forgiven. We are empowered and now we are sent to live as God’s faithful people. Amen.
Stuart Colby
Treasurer, Asbury UMC
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