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Welcome to Advent
How will you encounter the hope of Advent this year? How will you be surprised by joy?
This season we are enjoying Biblical birth stories. Thanks to this year's confirmation class,
Jillian Forth, Lea Wheeler and Abigail Phillips, for leading us this past Sunday in exploring the
story of the birth of Moses. They each created an interview with Moses' sister Miriam or with the
Pharaoh's daughter, which made the story come alive, and deepened my amazement at how the
family moved through a situation of danger to bring Moses up in a way that prepared him to
serve God powerfully.
This Sunday, December 6 we will focus on the birth of John the Baptist through the eyes of his
mother Elizabeth before turning the following week to the story of the birth of Jesus. Each one
shows how Christmas is a time when joy is born in the midst of despair. I'm especially interested
in the way the relationship between Elizabeth and Mary inspires them through their entrance into
motherhood.
The Goe Family is leading us in the lighting of the Advent candles this month. Thanks to the
United Methodist Men for constructing the manger scene in front of the church. Claire and Bob
Collins are developing creative ways to continue other traditions: our Christmas pageant and the
Ring and Sing. So much is different and challenging this year, but the original Christmas story
developed in difficult circumstances.
Prepare to be surprised by the joy of Christmas!

“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ”
ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
ASSOCIATION
ACOHUMMFA
DECEMBER meeting dates:
DECEMBER
5, 12, 19, 26
Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. sharp
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. option Franky’s
WESLEY HOUSE 19 Old Post Road So., Croton-on-Hudson
Foul weather plan: 9:30 a.m. conference meeting by telephone at 914 765-9010
Topics: Upper Room readings
Weekly Readings (15 min/day) for personal devotions (BIBLE in a year challenge):
1 & 2 Cor-Rev22
CONGRATULATIONS FOR THOSE WHO COMPLETED BIBLE IN A YEAR
CHALLENGE!!!!

2019 ASBURY LOCAL CHAPTER DUES (free-will offering)
EXTRA MILE GIVING: $45.00, EVERY MAN SHARES support of UMM global missions
PLEASE SEND/GIVE TO Adam Bovone or Stu Colby
THANKS!!!
Intercessory Prayer
Asbury COH Church Families: W, X, Y, Z
EVENTS THIS MONTH:
12/26/1707: Charles Wesley’s Birthday
12/24: Christmas Eve
12/25: Christmas Day
12/31: Watch Night
More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or Captsea946@aol.com

UMW COOKIE SALE
—Barbara Whipple
It is time to order your holiday tin of six varieties of Christmas cookies: Jam Thumbprints,
Snickerdoodles, Pecan Delights, Cinnamon Stars, Spectacular Gingerbread Men, and Chocolate
Pixies. Each tin contains two dozen cookies. To order please call Barbara Whipple at 271-5095.
Please send your check for $17.00 per tin, payable to Asbury United Methodist Women, 15 Old
Post Road South, Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520. Limit four tins per order.
This is the annual fundraiser for our UMW mission work. We help support the African Women’s
Education Fund which provides education for 105 girls in Africa, contribute to United Methodist
missionary support worldwide, provide scholarships for mission project work in the United
States, and this year will contribute to a scholarship fund for a student from Ossining entering
college. We have provided equipment for Asbury Play and Learn Nursery School. Each year we
sponsor a congregation Valentine Love Lunch.
Seventy-five tins will be sold this year. The 1,800 cookies will make a
difference for many people near and far and spread Christmas love to
friends and families.

ASBURY CHRISTMAS TREE
—Barbara Whipple

Gloria Laemmel made the inspired suggestion to
have an outdoor decorated tree in front of our
church this year, and so a tree will be erected
alongside Asbury’s front porch opposite our
beloved nativity crèche.
Congregation members and associates are invited
to share their Christmas joy by trimming the tree
with weatherproof decorations that must be
securely tied or wired to the tree branches to avoid
loss from wind.
Please come and add your decoration at any time to
our tree which will grace the patio area through
Epiphany on January 6, 2021, the twelfth day of
Christmas. Our decorated outdoor tree will be a
holiday gift to each other and for our Croton
community.

TREASURER’S COLUMN
DECEMBER 2020
Our recent UMM’s group discussion from the Upper Room (our study guide) was focused on
Hebrews 10:24, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
Esther McDonald of Canada, in her Upper Room contribution, related how her volunteer work at
her church seemed unnoticed. She felt unappreciated and increasingly bitter. She was surprised
when someone in her church sent her a card thanking her for her contribution to the work of the
church. This changed her attitude transforming her from self-focus to reminding her that her
work was for God’s glory. Her spirits were lifted to new vigor in her ministries. Our men’s group
related times they sometimes felt unappreciated in their work, family situations, or church work
and how a kind word or encouragement had boosted their morale.
At this time of thanksgiving and in the Christmas spirit, appreciation is in order to some
of Asbury’s staff and volunteers who support and carry out Asbury’s mission. Pastor Doug, Bob
Collins, Claire Collins, Melanie Muller, and Cheryl Wesley are on staff and we thank them for
their dedication and commitment to keep the worship, music, admin., and child care functions
going. Becky Cunningham offers her musical skills and professional contacts to the work at
Asbury which we much appreciate. Carol Collins often offers her musical talents as well.
Our volunteer trustees keep the buildings and grounds in good shape— thank you to
Marc, Jud, Steve, Sheryl, Rob, Gloria, and Jodi. Our volunteer staff parish ministry leader, Sheila
Furjanic, thank you; Tina Pershing, representative to the Annual Conference and local mission
leader, thank you. And thank you Barbara Whipple, leading the UMW and worship committee.
An appreciation is extended to: Bob Whipple, multi-committee member, workhorse
extraordinaire and humorist; Adam Bovone, finance chair; Kanna Bovone, prayer warrior, praise
band leader, and hunger missionary. Many thanks to: Ann Reibel, Asbury’s artist, and Bob
Reibel, band drummer and UMM volunteer; Jodi Hanlon, Play and Learn director; Barbara
Parker, hospitality team leader; Robert Kerr, auditor; Jean Evans, Circuit Rider editor; Doreen
Picker, children’s worship leader; Helen Picker, puppeteer; Stevie Goe, Zoom producer; Larrie
Sutliff, electronics and tech consultant; Cynthia Plater, missions ministry, office equipment
coordinator, and brainstormer; Russ Schulze, stuff wrangler, prayer warrior, and food mission
volunteer.
A thank you goes to: John Kolman Mandle, former trustee, praise band harmonica player,
and mood improver; Janet Colby, Sue Mathias and other volunteers for the Treasure Chest thrift
shop initiative. And thank you to: Beth Phillips, prior lay leader, Sunday school and Play and
Learn teacher; Janet Myer, stalwart UMW and food mission volunteer; John Pershing, prior
trustee chair; Ricki Goe, Sunday school leader, Doris Daubney, church pillar; Poni Sheehan, bird
seed volunteer; Kwee Yan, prayer warrior and inspirer; Sara and Kathleen Phalen, choristers and
readers; Leslie Vanchon, praise band; Billye Britton, prior trustee; Lena Cheng, musician
extraordinare and organizer; Don Daubney, ad chair and example for all. Thank you to Eherleen,
prayer warrior; Ea Kerr, Sunday school teacher; Hansen family, devout supporters; Nora and
Rubin, next generation; Ray Cunningham, inspirer; Tara Greenway, spiritual talent; and our
youth guides: Sammi, Lindsey, Emmet, Abby, Eli, Charly, Emily, and Elsa.

For those I missed you are appreciated as well. Methodists believe that everyone has gifts
of time, talent, and tithes brought to serve Jesus Christ in the church. Thank you all for your
offerings this year.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Stuart Colby
Editor’s note: A special thank you to Stuart Colby for his dedication and commitment to Asbury
Church throughout the years by his tireless work in many needed areas and especially as a
trustee, church treasurer, and president of United Methodist Men.

CHRISTMAS MISSION PROJECTS 2020
The Salvation Army is once again sponsoring the Angel Tree Program. This
community service project assigns needy families with volunteers. The parents fill out
a wish list form for their Angels (their children), and for themselves. Asbury UMC
usually signs up for a large family and has various Asbury members buy for different
children.
In the past three years Asbury UMC has also supported Rising Ground, a rehabilitation center
for troubled or displaced youth and adolescents. The center is interested in toys and gift cards for
their holiday celebration. The cards are to help teenagers who are about to be released buy
clothes for interviews as they transition out into the community.
As I write this I realized that at least three of my most dedicated volunteers: Marilyn Hansen,
Inez Jacklin and Marilyn Bovone have passed away in the last few years. We miss their generous
spirits. During this COVID-19 pandemic it is more important than ever for us to participate in
our Christmas missions programs. Inez Jacklin used to buy toys online which is probably the
safest way at this time. Not worshiping in the sanctuary makes it a little more difficult to talk
personally with people during coffee hour or after church so please call me at 914-736-6281 or
email me at pershing@alum.mit.edu to volunteer.
Be blessed,
Tina Pershing

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE
November 9, 2020
This meeting was held jointly with The Church in the Village, NY, NY via video conference
with District Superintendent Reverend Denise Smartt-Sears presiding. Participating were both
pastors, Reverend Doug Cunningham for Asbury and Reverend Jeff Wells of The Church in the
Village, leading laity, and other interested church members from both congregations. While it
was quite informative to learn how another United Methodist church is operating during the
pandemic the following notes pertain only to Conference/District leadership and Asbury Church
operations.
Asbury Church attendees:
Rev. Doug Cunningham
Gloria Laemmel
Don Daubney
Doris Dabney
Rebecca Asedillo
Tina Pershing
Adam Bovone

Bette Wood
Cynthia Plater
Russell Schultze
Anne Palm
Leslie Vachon
Stuart Colby
Jud Ramaker

Reverend Sears opened with a devotion and then noted several timely issues that relate to the
changing environment that we and our church face:
The quadrennial worldwide General Conference, which was supposed to have been held
in Minneapolis, MN during March of this year to decide the future of the United
Methodist Church, has been postponed to August of 2021.
During these difficult times it is critical that the pastor and congregation are aligned about
how to go forward, particularly about how services are conducted.
The New York Annual Conference is endeavoring to become an anti-racist annual
conference moving towards a place of greater equity throughout all of its operations.
As part of that effort standards in the Board of Ministry for considering candidates for
ministry must change. The current standard is based on the experiences of a white
straight young man. That standard devalues everybody else of different backgrounds who
comes to the table. BOM must appreciate that differences in candidates have value.
We then heard from Sister Monique Blount, district lay leader, who had several
recommendations:
All laity, especially key church leaders, should take the mandatory anti-racism training
course.

Increase recognition of the Conference Commission on Religion & Race (CCORR) as a
leading body in our conference to raise racial awareness through anti-racism training and
meeting monitoring.
Our Conference needs to plan for, facilitate, and actively support more crosscultural/cross-racial pastoral appointments.

LAY LEADERS REPORTS - Stu Colby and Jud Ramaker
Stu is a co-lay leader and also serves as a trustee, treasurer, and president of the United
Methodist Men. The treasurer function includes three bodies: the church, the trustees, and Bethel
Cemetery maintaining daily accounts and records for each one. Stu also organized the church
audit providing appropriate records to Robert Kerr and Jud Ramaker who then performed the
annual audit of the 2019 records for all three bodies. The audit has been completed as of the date
of this document.
Besides holding weekly Bible study the UMM performed a myriad of tasks to benefit our
church and community: support and volunteer for the Harry Chapin Run Against Hunger, bird
seed sale, sponsor Eagle Scout project, care packages for U.S. service members, Upper Room
mailings, served with Croton-wide tag sale and Treasure Chest thrift shop, repaired church
storage garage, numerous other small projects throughout the church, assemble and remove the
Christmas creche and many, many more acts of faith, study, and prayer throughout the year.
Jud wants to lift up two major initiatives for this past year that have been essential to the growth
and health of our church during this year of the pandemic: Zoom church - starting back in March
when it became apparent that continuing to hold regular in-person church services was no longer
safe the establishment of regular Sunday online video and phone-in church has been critical to
the continued functioning of our Croton Methodist community. Technical hurdles have been
overcome, music led by the Collins’ family is as glorious as ever and Pastor Doug’s vision, faith
and inclusiveness has generated the spirit that has made this effort an unqualified success,
pulling in attendees from across the U.S. and the world; Anti-racism work. In July and August
we held a joint book study of Dear White Christians by Jennifer Harvey with Reverend Siobhan
Sargent and members of Memorial UMC in White Plains with 10-12 members of Asbury
participating. These sessions were revelatory for so many of us in trying to pry open our own
feelings and actions that reflect unexamined racist thinking and behaviors as well as institutional
racist policies within the New York Annual Conference. Study of this book was then taken up by
12-15 members of the Asbury United Methodist Women led by Tina Pershing, Barbara Whipple
and Cynthia Plater. These two efforts opened the door with many participants wondering what
we can do next to advance Asbury’s anti-racist efforts.

REPORTS
Pastor Doug was extremely encouraged by the success of our Zoom church in producing better
attendance than our in-person church and pulling in attendees from other states and countries.
Similarly successful has been attendance at regular Monday evening Bible study with 10-12
attendees. Confirmation class has continued remotely and we have welcomed five new members.
On a personal note, Pastor Doug was very happy about the way our church has taken to the
initiatives for anti-racism work. He is enjoying living in Croton, being at a church where people
take their faith seriously, and is so happy to be part of this team. We are SO happy to have you
Pastor Doug!
Parish Relations Committee chair Sheila Furjanic prepared a wonderfully detailed report
but could not be present for the Charge Conference meeting. Tina Pershing graciously delivered
a moving endorsement of Pastor Doug’s leadership, devotion to congregational visitation despite
the pandemic, and success at continuing to inspire and rally our congregation throughout a vastly
changed year. Tina then moved for approval of Doug’s annual compensation which was
unanimously approved.
Finance Committee Adam Bovone and Stu Colby report that while all current bills are
paid in full through October 31 that does not include $24,362 due for apportionments. The
church continues to operate on an annual budget of approximately $200,000 as it has for the last
five years. A decrease in giving partially explains the gap in covering apportionments along with
complete loss of building-use income. Asbury has participated in the federal Payroll Protection
Program for approximately $54,000. Stu is currently filing the necessary paperwork with our
issuing bank, JPMorgan Chase, to try to hopefully obtain forgiveness of this loan.
Trustee Gloria Laemmel reports that this year we have completed work in making our
social hall and downstairs handicapped accessible with the installation of a new handicapped
accessible bathroom and shower. This work was completed just in time for our hosting of a
group of homeless men through the Briarcliff-Ossining Ministerial Association the week of New
Year’s day and also for a week in March. In addition, the old downstairs bathroom and janitor’s
closet were totally remodeled into two new bathrooms giving us a total of three bathrooms plus a
new separate janitor’s closet.
The parsonage is in generally good shape, however we do have a recurring leak in one
bathroom.
Wesley House has a current termite issue that has been reported to JP McHale. The front
parlor and conference room have both been converted into space for our pop-up thrift shop, The
Treasure Chest, which unfortunately has not been able to operate since March.
We miss not being able to use Bethel Chapel as we normally would for the month of August.
Trustee’s treasurer Stu Colby reports that because of the church building not being
currently used by anyone our building expenses are down by approximately 20%. Stu had hoped
they would be down even more.
We will probably need to liquidate building and maintenance funds or investments to
help pay for apportionments at year end.
Respectfully submitted,
Jud Ramaker, November 23, 2020

THE HISTORY CORNER
This Christmas season one of the things we will miss is the singing of carols in church.
Sometimes carols and hymns are composed under stressful circumstances as was one of our
beautiful carols, I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Longfellow, one of America’s great poets, is better known for poems like Tales of a Wayside
Inn, The Song of Hiawatha, The Courtship of Miles Standish, and The Village Blacksmith than
the author of a Christmas carol. On Christmas day of 1863 he was mourning the death two years
before of his wife and concerned over the fate of his oldest son Charles, who was critically
wounded in November in the Civil War battle of New Hope Church in Virginia. He heard the
church bells ringing that Christmas morning and wrote the poem, Christmas Bells. It was set to
music in 1872 by British organist John Baptiste Calkin. The contemporary musical version, and
the one many of us are most familiar with, was composed by Johnny Marks in 1956, one of the
best known recordings of which is sung by Bing Crosby. We are more familiar with Johnny
Marks name linked to his song Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer. The poem has been set to other
music but these two versions have remained the most popular. Today, both versions are used by
choral groups and you can enjoy listening to them on line during this pandemic Christmas
season.
CHRISTMAS BELLS - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
I heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth goodwill to men!
And thought now, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!
Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!
Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
The carols drowned
And with the sound

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!
It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearthstones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!
And in despair I bowed my head,
“There is no peace on earth,” I said;
“For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!”
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep;
“God is not dead; Nor doth he sleep!
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, goodwill to men!”

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY
3

FRIDAY
4

DECEMBER 2020

SATURDAY
5
10:00am UMW
Conference Call

ASBURY
UNITED METHODIST
SUNDAY
CHURCH

6

7

10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

Bible Study 7:15pm –
via conference call to
914 765-9010

13

14

10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

Bible Study 7:15pm –
via conference call to
914 765-9010

8

9

10

11

12
9:30am Book Club
Conference Call

15

16

17

18

19
10:00am UMW
Conference Call

Jan Peek Dinner Provided

20
10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

21

22

23

24

10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

28

26
10:00am UMW
Conference Call

Salvation Army
Lunch Provided
Bible Study 7:15pm –
via conference call to
914 765-9010

27

25

29

30

31

