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THANKSGIVING
For all the saints who poured love and wisdom and hot chocolate into our lives,
For all the saints whose smiles and touch we miss the most,
For all the saints who helped us find our voice,
For all the saints whom we cannot bear to live without,
For all the saints whom we have begun to forgive,
For all the saints who forgave us more often than we deserved,
For all the saints whose lives continue in ours,
We honor you this day.
We hold your sacred life up to God.
We bear witness to the future we have shaped out of your existence.
—Rev. Vicki Flippin
November at Asbury will be a month of Thanksgiving. We begin on Sunday, November 1 with our Annual All
Saints Celebration. If you have not done so already, please send the names by Saturday, October 31, of any
loved ones who have passed away in the past year for us to honor. Please send to: cunninghamdp@gmail.com.
The last Sunday of the month will be our celebration of Thanksgiving, as well as the first Sunday of Advent.
Despite the pandemic, our Assistant Music Director Claire Collins is already preparing a virtual online
Christmas pageant for December. Despite the challenges of these days, we are celebrating the great blessings
which continually flow into our lives from our gracious God.
On November 15 we welcome the Rev. Dr. Gennifer Brooks as our guest preacher. She was the pastor of
Asbury in the early 1990s. She is currently the Professor of Preaching at Garrett Evangelical, one of our
prominent United Methodist related seminaries. She reminds her students that, “Preaching offers us an
opportunity to encounter the Living Lord present in the words of scripture, and proclaimed through the words of
the prophet, to the people of God. God speaks to us and through us, and as preachers we have an awesome
responsibility as well as a glorious opportunity, provided by our gracious Lord, to declare, "Thus saith the
Lord."
Let us spend the month of November rejoicing and giving thanks to God for all our many blessings.

“Men Growing in Christ so Others May Know Christ”

ASBURY CROTON ON HUDSON UNITED METHODIST MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
ACOHUMMFA
NOVEMBER 2020
9:00 a.m. optional breakfast at Franki’s Deli
Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. sharp
19 Old Post Road So., Croton on Hudson
NOVEMBER 7, 14, 21, 28
Activities/Topics: Croton Trails Walks and study series The New Testament/THE UPPER ROOM
(RAIN OR TEMPERATURE LESS THAN 60 degrees - CONFERENCE Call 914-765-9100)

Weekly Readings (15 min/day) for personal devotions (BIBLE in a year challenge):
Week 1: Luke 17 - John 8, Week 2: John 9 - Acts 6, Week 3: Acts 7-25, Week 4: Acts 26 - Romans 1-16
Intercessory Prayer:
Asbury COH Church Families: U-V

EVENTS THIS MONTH:
November 1: All Saint’s Sunday: Alongside the likes of Paul from the New Testament, Augustine, Martin Luther, and
John and Charles Wesley, we tell stories of the grandmother who took us to church every Sunday. We remember the
pastor who prayed with us in the hospital and the neighbor who changed the oil in the family car. We give thanks for the
youth leader who told us Jesus loved us, the kindergarten Sunday school teacher who showered us with that love and the
woman in the church who bought us groceries when we were out of work. Retelling these stories grounds us in our
history. These memories teach us how God has provided for us through the generosity and sacrifice of those who have
come before us. The stories of the saints encourage us to be all God has created us to be.
November 11: Veteran’s Day
November 26: Thanksgiving Day
BIRD SEED SALE NOW
Pick up your order with Don Daubney
A few bags still available, See Don Daubney
ADVENT CALENDAR ON SALE NOW
Asbury Limited Edition Original Art - Created by Ann Reibel
Frame it, hang it, color it, send it to friends
Practice your faith in the Advent Season

More info: Stu Colby call or text 914-330-4104 or ACOHUMMFA@aol.com

HARRY CHAPIN MEMORIAL RUN AGAINST HUNGER
OCTOBER 10-18, 2020
While the 40th Annual Harry Chapin Memorial Run Against Hunger did not look like any of the preceding
thirty-nine the, “When in doubt, do something” spirit that always supplies the driving energy for our event did
not change. Right from our first meeting in April, when the COVID pandemic had already been ravaging New
York for more than a month, we made the decision that we would not fold our event this year. We also rejected
the idea that we could somehow safely stage our normal in-person event with over 1,000 runners and walkers
and instead would have to imagine something new. “Something new” became a Virtual Run and Walk—
run/walk your chosen distance of either Fun Run 1 Mile, 5K or 10K—when and where you want. The when
became an eight day period in October, culminating on what would have been our normal race day, Sunday,
October 18, and the where was limited only by your own imagination for locale: any state or country, any
venue, treadmill, track, beach, trail or road.
While we no longer needed to get permits to use local streets, cross the dam or sign an agreement to use Croton
Harmon High School, we were not in the clear. We were still going to have T-shirts and medals for all of our
competitors so how would we distribute them? Thus was born the drive-through model for pick-up that still
required permission from the Village to use the Asbury parking lot and from the New York Annual Conference
to have access to our church building for staging of supplies and as a bad weather backup. We thank Pastor
Doug for his support and helping us to gain Conference approval. Although rain forced us indoors to the music
room for two of the six days we had planned for set-up and pick-up our plan went off smoothly for both
participants and volunteers.
The thanks for all of this happening goes to our volunteers: Lions Club, The God Squad from Holy Name of
Mary Church, Knights of Columbus, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and our own Asbury volunteers, all of whom
spent many hours over the six days doing setups, folding, packing and handing out shirts and medals, keeping
our records in good order, pointing cars through the parking lot and serving as to the “runners” cars driving
through so that drivers would not have to get out of their cars. We are especially grateful for our Asbury
volunteers: Russell Schulze, Gloria Laemmel, Tina Pershing and Janet Myers. Russ played a key role with our
setups, and Gloria, Tina and Janet were on the job multiple days for entire 3.5 or 5 hour shifts doing many of
the above jobs, as well as Tina serving as cashier several times. We thank each of them for putting their time
and talents to such good use serving the Run Against Hunger just as they do every year. Thanks also to Stu
Colby and ACOHUMMFA for once again serving as race sponsors, and so many others from Asbury who made
donations.
As we wind up this year’s race we know our numbers will be down, but our spirit to fight hunger is stronger
than ever. Thanks to all of Asbury for helping to keep this spirit alive in our Croton community. Stay tuned for
October 17, 2021 when we hope to be able to stage a safe, in-person Run Against Hunger once again.

—Jud Ramaker, Mike Grayeb, Marc Caterino, Heather and Shirley Gillis and the Harry Chapin Memorial Run
Against Hunger race committee

During the offering time of Sunday Zoom worship, Stu has been mentioning the Upper Room, a resource that
facilitates your daily devotions—your daily time with God. In addition to the daily devotions booklet that Stu
has offered to mail to you, you may also go online to https://www.upperroom.org/. Options are available to
have the daily devotion emailed to you. Other devotion materials are also available. Please check out the
website.

THE SALLY READ BOOK GROUP
The book group meets on the second Saturday of each
month. This month we will meet on Saturday, November
at 9:30 a.m. via a conference call. The book is Next Year
Havana by Chanel Cleeton.

14
in

“After the death of her beloved grandmother, a Cuban-American woman travels to Havana,
where she discovers the roots of her identity—and unearths a family secret hidden since the
revolution...”
Books and electronic copies of the book read on Kindle, your computer, tablet or phone are available via
download for loan from the Westchester Library System.

Join us November 14 at 9:30 a.m.
Dial-in number (US): (425) 436-6302 Access code: 447447#

Holiday Cookies This Year
The cookie tin sale has been UMW’s annual fundraiser for scholarships,
mission trips, Vacation Bible School and also for special peace and justice
projects.
The Asbury UMW will once again be selling tins of our homemade cookies
this year. Each decorative tin contains two dozen cookies: cinnamon stars,
spicy gingerbread men, pecan delights, jam thumbprints, chocolate pixies
and snickerdoodles. They sell for $17.00 per tin.
In order to maintain our social distancing policy we ask that all payments for
your cookie orders be prepaid by mailing your checks to:
Asbury United Methodist Church
17 Old Post Rd., South
Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520
Please make checks payable to Asbury United Methodist Women and note Christmas Cookies in the memo line.
Cookies will be available for pickup on December 12. To place your orders please call Barbara Whipple, UMW
President, at 914-271-5095.

TREASURER’S COLUMN
NOVEMBER 2020

Hebrews 3: 1-6
1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we
acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.
2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house.
3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than
the house itself.
4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.
5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the
future.
6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our
confidence and the hope in which we glory.
We, the members and friends and supporters of Asbury Croton on Hudson, are Christ’s house. Our mission or
purpose is to follow Jesus and make Disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world.
So, how are we doing? We have weekly worship services including the children, weekly faith studies, active
UMW and UMM groups, baptisms, and confirmations of youth, adults join the church, visitations of the sick,
Jan Peek and Salvation Army food support. We have nourished members to service as lay speakers and lay
servants and a number called to ordination. Our Play and Learn School is a blessing to the community, our
facilities are made available for the community, mission, and support groups such as Scouts, AA, Harry Chapin
Run Against Hunger, Pedals for Progress, book group, temporary winter shelter for persons in need, Croton
Chorale, and Bethel Cemetery is a community site of eternal rest.
All these activities are the examples of a living faith in Jesus Christ carried out by his believers through our
church, Asbury Croton-on-Hudson. We do all this by our generous commitment to the church in our support
with gifts of prayers, talents, presence and tithes.
Thank you all for your continuing support.
Stuart Colby
Treasurer

THE HISTORY CORNER

For most of us our Thanksgiving menu will include cranberry sauce giving us a food that we can say is a
Native American food. Some of that sauce will come from a can which was where it came from for many years
in the 20th and 21st centuries. In recent years there has been a return to homemade cranberry sauce as it was
made before 1912 when Marcas. L. Urann bought a cranberry bog and decided to can the sauce. He eventually
formed a cranberry cooperative called Ocean Spray. In the future, you may enjoy a new variety of cranberry
as researchers at the University of Wisconsin have developed the “Sweetie” cranberry in that the fruit tastes
sweet instead of sour.
From the Asbury Cooks cookbook published in 1999 appears a recipe that has something to do with a can of

cranberry sauce:

Cranberry Mold
1 package raspberry gelatin
1 small can mandarin oranges, drained
1 small can crushed pineapple in its own juice, drained
1 pound can whole cranberry sauce, drained, save juice
¼ cup chopped walnuts
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
Prepare gelatin according to package directions, refrigerate until partially set. Fold in remaining ingredients
except mayonnaise. Pour into a mold and refrigerate until set. Mix a small amount of reserved cranberry
juice with mayonnaise for color and put a small dollop on top of each serving.
—Jean Evans

From the same cookbook reads a grace for your Thanksgiving meal:

Dear God, thank you for the food that I am about to partake. May it be seasoned with your blessings and love.
—Ada Slaving

As

the holiday season approaches, please
consider supporting the Navarros who
provide pastoral care of the Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFW) ministry in
Taipei, Taiwan.
Through this covenant relationship with the
Navarros, our Asbury congregation is
actively financing and emotionally
supporting the mission of the United Methodist Church - to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
The Navarros have active Facebook pages - check them out and send them a ‘friend request’ at
https://www.facebook.com/alma.jumuadnavarro and https://www.facebook.com/revchardbing.navarro.
The United Methodist Men (UMM) will match up to $500 of contributions of members and the United
Methodist Women (UMW) are donating $200.
To donate online go to: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1614-navarro-alma.aspx. Also, be sure to select that
you would like to give credit to your local church.
To donate by check make your check payable to ADVANCE GCFA. Write Alma Navarro and her donation
code of 3022029 and send your check to: Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068.
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10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

Bible Study 7:15pm –
via conference call to
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10:30 Worship
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9:30am Book Club
Conference Call

Conference
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10:00am UMW
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22

23

10:30 Worship
via ZOOM or phone

Bible Study 7:15pm –
via conference call to
914 765-9010
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Conference Call
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